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Possible swine flu case concerns state
Staff Report

Two schools in Cold
Spring were closed Wednesday after a local possible
case of the swine flu virus
was reported.
The patient is said to be
recovering well.
The swine flu virus, also
known as the H1N1 novel influenza, is a respiratory disease that is found in pigs.
While the federal Department of Health and Human

Federal
loan
program
overhaul

Services said cases are rare,
the disease has been reported
to be transmitted from infected pigs to humans and
between humans
In an e-mail, SCSU students were told health officials said that so far, the majority of reported swine flue
cases in the U.S. have not
had severe symptoms with
the infections.
The possible case in Cold
Springs is the first possible
case of swine flu in Minne-

sota.
So far, the U.S. has 64
confirmed cases of the swine
flu.
The first person to die
from the swine flu in the
U.S. was a Mexican toddler
who died in Texas.
Mexico has over 150 suspected cases of death from
the swine flu but so far, only
seven deaths have been confirmed.
As a precaution, university officials have cancelled

a planned study abroad trip
to Mexico that was scheduled for May 10.
On Wednesday, the World
Health Organization (WHO)
raised the pandemic level to
phase 5.
Phase 5 indicates that
at least two countries in the
WHO region have experienced widespread transmission of the swine flu between
humans.
Phase 5 also indicates
that the event of a pandemic

is imminent.
Phase 6 is the highest
level of the pandemic level
and indicates a full-scale
pandemic.
Symptoms of the swine
flu, similar to symptoms
of the common flu, include
cough, fever, sore throat, and
body aches.
Those who are ill and
have recently traveled to
Mexico and infected areas of
California, Texas and New
York City have been asked

not to come to campus.
Instead, anyone who
believes they may have
contracted the swine flu is
encouraged to call their physicians or Student Health
Services for an evaluation
over the phone.
Minnesota Department of
Health officials have reminded the public to follow basic
flu prevention measures such
as getting plenty of rest and
washing hands.

Stress relieved before finals

Housing
developing
on Fifth
Avenue
Jack Hennes
asst. news editor

Students will now
obtain their federal
loans through William D. Ford Federal
Direct Loan Program.
Emily Hawkins
contributing writer

Changes are being made
to the federal loan program at
SCSU starting in fall 2009.
Last Wednesday, students
received an e-mail from the
financial aid office regarding
these changes.
Students will now obtain
their federal loans from the
U.S. Department of Education through the William D.
Ford Federal Direct Loan
Program instead of through
Stafford and Parent (PLUS)
loans.
The switch to this program affects anyone who
receives funding through
federal loans.
According to Michael
Uran, the director of Financial Aid at SCSU, about
8,000 students participate
in federal student loan programs.
“Students and parents
have experienced a great deal
of uncertainty in the past two
years as lenders and guarantee agencies have left the
program, borrower benefits
have for the most part been
eliminated, and loans have
been moved from one servicer to another,” Uran said.
SCSU is switching to this
program for loans to have a
more dependable source of
funding for students.
The funds are provided
through the U.S. Treasury
which provides students and
parents security with a stable
source of funding.
“We believe that the
Direct Loan program will
ensure that SCSU students
and parents have access to a
secure, dependable and costeffective source of funding while providing a more
streamlined and predictable
borrowing experience,” Uran
said.
Students who have previously taken out SELF loans
will not have to worry about
this new program affecting past loans. The Stafford
Loans will still be deferred
until graduation.
“Parent borrowers in the
PLUS loan program will

•See Federal loans/ Page 3A
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Will Robbins from Sister Rosalind Schools and Clinics of Massage, gives a free massage to Mark Eden, a
Mass Commmunications professor at SCSU, during a stress reliever event in Atwood on Tuesday. University Programming Board (UPB) sponsored the event “Stress Reliever Before Finals” from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Hoping to relieve the stress of students a faculty before finals week; UPB gave away cookies, lemonade,
stress relief cushions and laundry bags. The event was also sponsored by Subway, which had a drawing
to win a gift card to the Subway in Atwood.

SCSU community clean-up
Emily Hawkins
contributing writer

FAST FACTS

Trash-infused soil has become a
common sight around the campus community. So what can SCSU students do
to help out?
Aside from the usual picking up litter as individuals, one option is Adopta-Block. This new program is being
coordinated by the Neighborhood University Community Council (NUCC)
and Public Relations Student Society of
America (PRSSA).
“Adopt-a–Block is a chance for

*Adopt-a-block kickoff event will
take place on Sunday, May 2 from
noon to 2 p.m.
*Each block will feature the name of
the organization adopting it.

student organizations to keep our campus and community clean,” said Laura
Bebo, chair of the program for PRSSA.
Any student organization can get
involved with this cause by register-

ing. They will then be assigned a block
in the community as their responsibility for the length of a year. It is also
planned that each block will feature the
name of the organization adopting it.
There will be no set time for when
each block must be cleaned throughout
the course of the year, but the kickoff
event will take place on Sunday, May 2
from noon until approximately 2 p.m.
The program is a “great way for student organizations to take care of the

•See Community clean-up/ Page 3A

SCSU Code of Conduct enforced by
public safety and campus officials
Madilyn Vaith
staff writer

An SCSU student is obligated to follow the Student
Code of Conduct or Alcohol
and Other Drug Policy.
“In the past Res. Life and
Public Safety have saved a
number of lives of students
who have taken drug and al-

cohol abuse out of their limits,” Daniel Pedersen, director of Residential Life, said.
“This is the main point of
why we are here: safety.”
SCSU has a policy when
living on-campus or participating in off-campus University oriented activities.
Residents and students may
find a gray area in what the

A look back at the 2008-09 year
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The University
Chronicle takes
a look at the top
headlines from
the academic
year at SCSU.

policy is.
The Student code of Conduct is used both on and off
of campus. On campus, the
use, possession, distribution,
manufacture or sale of any
controlled substances, illegal
drugs, or alcoholic beverage
is prohibited.
Off of campus, students
are expected to act legally

and responsibly in the community.
University community
members violating civil or
criminal law may be subject
to university disciplinary
procedures when that conduct occurs off campus and
adversely affects the

www.universitychronicle.com

•See Fifth Avenue/ Page 3A

•See Conduct code/ Page 4A
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Private developers are
planning a student mixed
retail and housing facility south of downtown St.
Cloud on the former site of a
Coborn’s grocery store. The
plot of land, which is located
near the intersection of Fifth
Avenue South and Fourth
Street South, is still owned
by the Coborn family.
Called 5th Avenue Live!,
the mixed commercial and
student housing development would provide heightened security, cameras and
parking for 462 students.
The planned project is
four stories tall and the first
floor would be leased commercial space. SCSU also
plans to construct a welcome
center on an end of the complex. SCSU can operate the
facility in close cooperation
with a housing non-profit organization.
Hundreds attended a local re-zoning hearing in late
March to testify against the
rezoning of the property,
which would allow the project to move forward in the
planning process.
The St. Cloud Planning
Commission voted 5-1,
sending the re-zoning request to the St. Cloud City
Council for approval. The
City Council later approved
the request.
Steve Upgren, representing the University Village
Townhomes in southeast St.
Cloud, said the government
should not aid the project’s
progress.
“If they build it, they
shouldn’t get any government assistance,” Upgren
said.
Upgren said the project
may involve high real estate taxes and tax-increment
financing. SCSU can also
subsidize the dollars with
student activity fees.
“If they subsidize the
dollars with student activity
fees, there’s gonna be an uproar,” Upgren said.
Upgren said renters will
expect to pay $765 a month.
The Coborn family, private developers and SCSU
may gamble on whether
upper-class students and
graduate students will be attracted to the proposed development’s heightened security and available parking.
Upgren said SCSU President Earl Potter and Peter

The Slip Twister
guitarist sat
down with staff
writer Mike
Doyle to talk
about his career.

Huskies swept in season finale
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In a makeup series,
the Huskies
were beaten
twice by the
Mavericks at
Selke Field.
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Local

Bridal shop swindler sentenced, fined

FOLEY, Minn. –– Carrie Lynn Aasen, former owner of the bridal
shop This Side of Heaven in Sauk Rapids, faces 100 days in jail with a
charge of stealing $1,158 from a future bride and her mother.
More than 75 brides and their families took their complaints to the
Sauk Rapids police that Aasen took their orders and money for dresses
and decorations and never delivered them.
Aasen will serve her sentence and a $50 fine in addition to a $1,158
restitution and write a letter of apology to the first victim and her mother.
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Report
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State
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FARIBAULT, Minn. –– Christina Anne Reineke, 38, pled not guilty
when suspected of three counts of mailing threatening letters to post offices and Faribault Daily News during February and March.
Reineke was alleged to have sent handwritten letters that said bombs
would kill 16 different post office employees and customers. Later a letter surfaced threatening the Faribault Daily News and the writer who
covered the story. The post offices included in the threats were Faribault,
Mankato, North Mankato, Owatonna, New Ulm and Northfield.

Editor
Ali Tweten
Managing Editor
Joey LeMay
News Editor
Dana Johnson
Asst. News Editor
Jack Hennes
Intermission Editor
Joseph Froemming
Sports Editor
Joe Brown
Asst. Sports Editor
Tim Stang
Visuals Editor
Jakob Gilk
Asst. Visuals Editor
Blake Weld
Opinions Editors
Paul Crawford
Andrew Downs
Copy Editor
Samantha Bushey
Mike Doyle
Editorial Artist
Mark Reif
Advertising Manager
Amber Dullum
Classifieds Manager
Michael Schoenecker
Business Manager
Nils Badrul
Faculty Adviser
Michael Vadnie

5

Nation

100 U.S. Swine flu cases confirmed

WASHINGTON, D.C. –– The swine flu outbreak spread to 11 states
Wednesday amid the confirmation of the first U.S. death in Texas.
As of Wednesday, some 100 schools were closed to help contain the
spread. Total confirmed cases in the U.S. rose to nearly 100.
The World Health Organization in Geneva, Switzerland raised its alert
to just one level below a global pandemic.
“It really is all of humanity that is under threat during a pandemic,”
said WHO director general Margaret Chan.

World

N. Korea threatens with nuclear tests

Weird news

Ohio diner offers “criminal” pancake deal

SUMMIT COUNTY, Ohio –– Ohio Summit County’s deputies are
asking why two pancakes and two eggs are offered for $1.99.
Is it a bargain or a bribe? This is a complaint that was filed accusing
the Country Diner for offering a $1.99 special to patrons who signed a
petition to recall Akron Mayor Don Plusquellic. The chairman of Summit
County Democratic Party, Wayne Jones, made the complaint after seeing
the sign that advertised “Petition Pancakes for $1.99.” The pancake meal
normally costs $3.29. Jones said that this is a potential criminal issue.
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Woman pleads not guilty to bomb threats

SEOUL, South Korea –– North Korea threatened that it would begin
a uranium enrichment program unless the United Nations lifted current
sanctions Wednesday. The country also called the U.N. Security Council
“a tool” of the United States.
North Korea threatened that it may conduct the testing of nuclear and
intercontinental ballistic missiles. Western intelligence agencies suspect
North Korea has already been pursuing a uranium, instead of plutoniumbased, program. If so, it would take months for the country to perform
missile tests.

St. Cloud State University
13 Stewart Hall
St. Cloud, Minnesota
56301-4498

1. (4/26/09) Intoxicated individual (female student),
Benton Hall
2. (4/26/09) Matter of information, South Benton
3. (4/26/09) Matter of information, Stearns Hall
4. (4/28/09) Missing/stolen (SCSU ID card), Garvey
5. (4/28/09) Missing/stolen (SCSU ID card), Bee Hive
(ECC)

Chronicle Online Poll
Have you found summer work?
aYes
aNo

Vote at www.universitychronicle.com
Last week’s question:
How bad is your end of the semester stress?

This day in history
Interesting events from Ohio’s Past

–– 1670 René-Robert Cavelier explores and claims the 		
Ohio region for France
–– 1787 Ohio becomes part of the Northwest Territory
–– 1803 Ohio admitted to the Union as the 17th state
–– 1849 The first Ohio State Fair opens

The University Chronicle
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1924. It is published twiceweekly during school
semesters and weekly
during summer sessions.
Schedule exceptions occur during final periods
and academic breaks.
The newspaper is funded
with student activity fees
through the Student Government Finance Committee.
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paid in St. Cloud, Minnesota 56301 (USPS
121-580).
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Corrections

–– 1876 Rutherford B. Hayes, an Ohioan, is elected president
–– 1902 State flag is adopted by Ohio Legislature
–– 1946 Steven Spielberg is born in Cincinnati
–– 1974 Xenia tornado kills 34 people

Local weather forecast
Thursday

Friday

Saturday

Mostly Cloudy

Slight Chance Rain Showers

High: 59 °F
Low: 37 °F

High: 56 °F
Low: 35 °F

Partly Cloudy
High: 59 °F
Low: 36 °F

Sunday

Partly Cloudy
High: 62 °F
Low: 36 °F

The University
Chronicle prides
itself on journalistic integrity. We
usually do not
publish misinformation, but we
are prone to human mistakes. We
will correct any
errors of fact or
misspelled names
promptly. Call
308-4086 with any
corrections.
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Fifth Avenue
Continued from Page 1
Ludwig, vice president
of administrative affairs,
said they can rent out the
property.
“Potter and Ludwig say
they can rent that,” Upgren
said.
Dan Pedersen, director
of Residential Life at SCSU,
said the Minnesota State Colleges and Universities (MnSCU) Board of Trustees will
ultimately decide whether
SCSU can be affiliated with
the project.
“We did a market study,
and the study told us that
there was a potential to capture 1,000 students,” Pedersen said.
As part of a 10 to 15-year
plan, SCSU will look to add
500 hundred additional beds
to its current housing stock
of 3,028 student beds.
As of the second week of
classes this semester, 2,742
students lived in on-campus

Larissa smerer/staff Photographer

Litter polutes a pond next to Herb Brooks Way and 1st Avenue in St. Cloud.

housing, bringing the oncampus occupancy to about
90.5 percent.
More information on the
market study and its possible
options of engagement might
come in May, Pedersen said.
While the 5th Avenue
Live! project is creating unrest among some SCSU area
rental companies, others are
feeling more optimistic.
“Originally I was kind
of against it and thought it
would hurt us a lot,” said
Nick Wendt of Premier Real
Estate Services, which owns
properties near the north end
of campus. “Most of our
rentals are a little less susceptible than near the south
end near the hockey center.”
Due to the realtor’s proximity to the proposed site,
there will be an opportunity
to compete.
“Maybe we’ll have to
raise rent or maybe we’ll

Federal loans
Continued from Page 1

Clean-up
Continued from Page 1
community
because
most [students in these organizations] do live here. It is
a great opportunity to build
leadership and respect,”
Bebo said.
This is also an easy opportunity to build volunteer
hours.
Organizations interested
in giving back to the community can contact Laura
Bebo at bela0602@stcloudstate.edu or (320)-420-7029
by Friday, May 1.

Another opportunity to
help clean up the community is the second annual Sauk
River Cleanup taking place
on Saturday, May 2. Volunteers are to arrive at 8:30
a.m. at the River’s Edge Park
in Waite Park.
This opportunity to take
care of the river is organized
by the city of St. Cloud, the
Friends of the River and
SCSU students from the Senior Project course in the department of environmental

and technological studies.
Volunteers are asked
to bring proper footwear,
working gloves will be supplied with lunch and a free
T-shirt.
For more information,
visit
http://friendsofthesaukriver.org/ or contact
Jamison Reginek at 320248-8777 or via e-mail at
reja0501@stcloudstate.edu
Additionally, the streets
and parks of St. Cloud can
be adopted by volunteers
who wish to take pride in
their home and community.
For more information,
or to create a new cleanup
project for the city, contact
Scott Zlotnik, Park Director,
at (320) 255-7216.

need to make the transition to the Federal Direct Parent Loan program where the
federal government serves as
the lender,” Uran said.
The process to obtain a
Direct Loan for the fall is
very easy, especially if you
have taken out federal loans
before.
After completing the
FAFSA, students need to fill
out the SCSU application for

financial aid for the 20092010 school year. Students
then request/accept their
Direct Loan through the financial aid award found on
eServices.
After that, students simply need to complete the Direct Loan Master Promissory
Note and the loan application
is complete.
If students have not previously taken out a federal

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Visit the SCSU’s finanical aid Web site at www.stcloudstate.edu/financialaid or the Direct Loan’s Web site at
www.direct.ed.gov/student.html.

have to lower it. Who
knows,” Wendt said.
While the proposed housing development will cost
about $750 a month to each
student, most Premier rentals
hover around $280 a month,
Wendt said.
The current vacancy rate
during the fall and spring semesters is somewhere under
10 percent, Wendt said, and
it is much higher during the
summer.
SCSU sophomore London Snetsinger commented
on summer rent in the SCSU
area.
“The area around campus
is pretty much dead in the
summer. Housing seems a
little cheaper in some places
too,” he said.
While attracting summer
renters may be a problem at
the lofty monthly rate, SCSU
junior Ayaka Hagiuda feels it
is normal.
“Dorms are pretty much
empty during the summer
anyway,” she said. “People
are willing to pay for oncampus apartments already,
so this doesn’t seem all that
outrageous.”

loan, they will also have to
complete the Online Entrance Counseling for Direct
Loan Borrowers in addition
to the steps above.
After graduation, borrowers who have taken out
Direct Loans in addition to
previous Stafford loans will
have the choice to make payments to the previous lenders for the Stafford loans and
the Department of Education
for the Direct Loans or to
consolidate loans into one
payment.
Borrowers can choose to
consolidate loans with the
previous lender or with the
Department of Education, although many private lenders
have discontinued their consolidation services because
of the economy.
More information can be
found at SCSU’s financial aid
Web site, www.stcloudstate.
edu/financialaid and through
the Direct Loan’s Web site,
www.direct.ed.gov/student.
html.
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Health benefits of consuming tea
Annika Sjolie
staff writer

Tea has surpassed its
days of being drunk only by
the British and at the parties
of young girls and stuffed
animals.
It is now considered a
healthy alternative to other
caffeinated beverages such
as coffee or soda, and is even
accredited with contributing
to weight loss and preventing certain diseases.
All tea comes from the camellia sinensis plant, which
produces black, oolong and
green teas, the three major
classifications. These types
of tea differ in the length of
time they are exposed to air,
a process called fermentation.

According to Agricultural Research Magazine, tea
is the most consumed beverage in the world next to water and has been steadily increasing in popularity in the
United States.
Recent research programs have dedicated time to
studying tea more in depth.
The American Institute for
Cancer Research found that
EGCG, a natural phytochemical found in tea, can block
several enzymes that cause
the cancer cells in humans to
reproduce and spread.
“In my nutrition classes
we discuss the use of tea as
part of the alternative preventive measures against
cancer, and also how tea has
been used through centuries
as part of a nutritious diet,”
SCSU health professor Hec-

Conduct code
Continued from Page 1

educational research or
service functions of the University.
“We have never gone out
looking to get people in trouble. We are just doing our job,”
said J. Vetsch, a Public Safety
officer. “We are just making
sure people are not harming
themselves or others.”
“Safety is our main concern on the campus for our
residents,” Tom Krueger,
Stearns Hall director, said.
“Res. life has a tough job
when it comes to fellow peers.
But in the end, residents and

authorities are safe and at
peace and that’s why there is
a Student Code of Conduct,”
Megan Berkeley, a former
community adviser in Stearns
Hall, said.
“St. Cloud has what is
called a ‘good samaritan’
rule,” Pedersen said. “The
rule is when a student is worried about another student
and comes to the aid of the
impaired student, that student
who found aid will not be in
any trouble.”
In college, numerous opportunities to experience the

“S

afety is our main concern on the
campus for our residents.”
Tom Krueger
STEARNS HALL DIRECTOR

tor Antunez said.
More extensive lab studies done by the American Institute for Cancer Research
showed that EGCG and
other substances in tea are
antioxidants, which repress
and repair DNA damage that
could result in cancer. These
antioxidants help to defend
the heart and blood vessels
as well.
“In another class focused
on consumer health, when
we cover dietary supplements we discuss the benefits
of drinking tea and assess the
major sources of information
about tea,” Antunez said.
Similar to coffee, tea includes caffeine as a main
ingredient. However, the caffeine in tea works in a different way. This is because
of another ingredient found

in tea, which is known as LTheanine.
L-Theanine is an amino
acid found in the tea plant,
and works against the effects
from caffeine on the nervous
system to create a sense of
relaxation. This calmness
typically occurs about a half
hour after drinking the tea.
“One of my favorite teas
is chamomile because of the
medicinal properties of it,
such as acting as an antiflogistic and relaxant,” Antunez
said.
Still, caffeine is a known
stimulant, and thus increases
the rate of metabolism.
A study in England
showed that fat burned
quicker in a group of participants who consumed tea
instead of just caffeinated
water in a three-day period.

This study also revealed that
fat oxidation was 12 percent
higher in the tea group opposed to pure water.
Observational studies in
China also showed a direct
relationship between drinking green tea and weight
loss. However, additional
research is needed to make a
definite argument.
“The industry of tea
sometimes promises people
more than the tea can deliver,
so I review the facts about tea
and some curative properties
of it,” Antunez said. “There
are many brands of commercial teas that are more sugar.
Tea is good when it is mainly
organic and prepared at home
with little or no sugar.”

unexpected occur. A student
may be misguided when living away from home and adjusting to a college schedule,
therefore substance abuse can
get out of hand.
“When dealing with students who may be breaking
the Code of Conduct, authority figures can only judge from
what they see and hear, if a
person is under the influence,”
Pedersen said. “Not until police are involved is there ever
a breathalyzer.”
Public Safety and residential advisers are looking to
make sure the premise is safe
and rules are being followed.
A student may be approached at anytime while on
campus grounds if the student
is visually or vocally showing signs that there has been
a misuse of alcohol or drugs.
This is when Residential Life
and Public Safety would act.
“A Public Safety officer
will approach a student on
campus when there is probable cause to the situation,”
Vetsch said. “If an officer can
hear bottles in an individual’s
back pack or a student is holding a bottle, in that case the
officer is free to approach the
student.”
In a case where the officer

does find alcohol or any other
drug substance in a person’s
belongings and the student is
not harming anyone or themselves, a written report would
be established and Residential
Life would be notified for further procedures.
If a member of Residential
Life sees or hears students who
may be breaking the Code of
Conduct, action is taken.
For instance if an RA is
doing a nightly round, and
students are loud in a room
after quiet hours, the RA
would knock and announce
themselves, in cases where
there is alcohol present, the
alcohol would be confiscated
and poured out, and a written
report would be made.
“When a written report is
made, the students, within the
next couple days, will set up
an appointment to meet with
the hall director. The hall director reads the report to the
students and the students can
either admit to violating of the
Code of Conduct or tell their
perspective if they feel the
write up is unjust, where then
the hall director will decide
the consequences to the actions,” Krueger said.
“Everyone has a different
situation, and every situation

is dealt with accordingly,”
Pedersen said. “A student’s
first-time offense may be an
Impact 1 course taken online,
where another student may
have three or four offenses and
in this case will have more severe consequences.”
“In a situation in the dorms
when Res. Life has to take
control of a student who may
need medical attention or is
blatantly intoxicated or under
the influence of other drugs,
the Public Safety and police
would be notified,” Pedersen
said.
Being an authority on
campus can be a tough job,
especially when it comes to
taking matters of safety into
one’s own hands, and using
one’s discretion.
There should be no gray
area to the Student Code of
Conduct. The Student Code of
Conduct is designed so that,
when it is followed by everyone at SCSU, the campus
community can be a success.
The Alcohol and Other
Drug Policy is supporting
SCSU to become a successful university and community.
The policy promotes focused
academics and a safe environment.

CALENDAR
OF

EVENTS
TODAY

• Fitness 5k

At 5 p.m. in the Atwood
Memorial Center. The
third annual SCSU on
the Move 5k walk or
run. All fitness levels
are invited to participate.

FRIDAY

• Student Film
Festival

From 6 p.m. to 9 p.m.
Friday and Saturday
night in the Miller Center Auditorium. The first
night includes comedy,
drama, horror, action
and experimental short
films.

• One-Act Showcase
At 8 p.m. in the Performing Arts Center
Arena Stage.

MAY 10

• Undergraduate
Commencement
From 10 a.m. to noon
and 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. in
the National Hockey
Center. For more information visit www.
stcloudstate.edu/commencement.

Year In Review

The University Chronicle looks back at the school year that was 2008-09
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Year In Review

The University Chronicle looks back at the school year that was 2008-09
Dana Johnson
news editor

The 2009-10 SCSU
school year was reported on
as thoroughly as possible by
the University Chronicle’s
team of staff reporters.
Each year some months
become more filled with
memorable events than others providing SCSU with
experiences that will be remembered for a lifetime.
The University Chronicle
staff compiled a summary,
looking back at the year’s
top stories.

June

June 16, 2008 - Comedian-turned-U.S. senatorial
candidate Al Franken secured
the official endorsement from
Minnesota’s
Democratic
Farmer Labor Party (DFL)
on June 7 in Rochester.
Franken received the support of 61.8 percent of the delegates, compared with 35.3
percent for fellow DFL hopeful Jack Nelson-Pallmeyer.
Meanwhile, in St. Cloud,
students from the area returned from a two-week trip
to Europe June 4 bringing
with them stories to share
with family and friends.
Approximately 70 students from the SCSU Choir
went on the trip. Along with
25 from the SCSU orchestra,
16 from the CSB/SJU choir,
25 from the CSB/SJU orchestra and 40 from the Cantabile
Girls Choir.
The group traveled to
bring their performance of
the Holocaust oratorio to
people in Germany, France
and Switzerland.
June 30, 2008 - SCSU’s
longest tenured head coach,
Lori Ulfert, decided to stop
her coaching career to focus
on the classroom.
Ulfert spent 14 years
coaching the SCSU Women’s
Basketball team and compiled a 219-178 record. She
continued to teach at SCSU
as a professor in the health,
physical education, recreation and sports science department.

July

July 21, 2008 - After 485
hours of classroom sessions
that involved a wide array of
topics from traffic law, firearms safety and crime scene
investigations, 38 students
graduated from SCSU’s new
peace office program.
The course was spread out
over 10 weeks and gave the
graduates the credentials they
needed to take the Minnesota
Peace Officer Standards and
Training (POST) licensure
test in August.
The training was held on
the SCSU campus throughout the summer.
July 28, 2008 - The
10,000 Lakes Festival, located at Soo Pass Ranch in
Detroit Lakes, Minn. brought
over 60 bands in four days to
an estimated 20,000 festival
goers.
A day-by-day coverage of
the music festival is provided
each year by the University

Ritchie speaks on voting
Oct. 2, 2008 - The Social Responsibility Masters program along with the
Women’s Center, Multicultural Student Services, Theatre Film Studies and Dance
and Mass Communications
Departments, packed the Atwood Theatre on Tuesday.
They showed David
Earnhardt’s documentary,
“Uncounted: The new math
of American elections” that
highlights the election fraud
that changed the outcome
of the 2004 election and increased in the 2006 primary
elections.
The viewing is just in
time to educate some Minnesota voters as the 2008
election is just a short four
weeks away.
In the darkness of the Atwood Theatre, the information and images that rolled
across the screen opened the
eyes of voters to the issues
and discrepancies that have
been raised in the recent
elections as a result of the
movement away from paper
ballots and toward electronic
voting machines.
At first glance, one may
not understand the problems
that many had with the machines considering the con-

venience of not having to
use a pencil and paper to cast
a vote.
Earnhardt’s documentary
presented that not all technology is advancement in
accuracy or validity. Without
a paper trail, the American
citizens’ votes can become
ambiguous and the results
are much more likely to be
skewed, uncounted or misrepresented.
Putting the vote into a
voting machine privatizes
the voting process and it has
been found that the Diebold
Company, who makes and
distributes the machines has
strong ties to the Republican
Party.
According to the documentary’s Web site www.uncountedthemovie.com there
has been exit poll discrepancies.
According to the site for
example, “The 2004 exit
poll, commissioned by six
major news organizations,
showed that John Kerry won
the popular vote with about
51 percent of the vote.
The final tally of the voting machines showed George
W. Bush with about 51% of
the votes.” There are also
discrepancies in how votes

File photo

Minnesota Secretary of State Mark Ritchie spoke at SCSU to reassure students
of the voting system in Minnesota.

were tallied with representations in undervoting, and
vote flipping all of which are
made extremely easy by the
computerized system.
Uncounted also shed
light on how the democratic
system has been mocked
as certain populations have
faced trials and tribulations
that have barred them from

getting their vote fairly
counted, if counted at all.
Most would think that
these kinds of events do not
take place in our heavily
democratic United States,
but have the perception that
corruption like this only
takes place in third world
countries with very obviously corrupt systems and

leaders.
This problem is very real
in the inner cities and areas
with populations with higher
concentrations of African
American and Hispanics
who are more likely to vote
democratic.

Student housing on Fifth Ave
March 19, 2009 - Plans
for a student housing development on the old Coborn’s
grocery store location on Fifth
Avenue are causing debate
among some area businesses
and communities.
The old grocery store lot
is still owned by the Coborn
family. With local attorney
Brian Schoenborn, the Coborn
group would sell the property
to the Wedum Foundation, a
not-for-profit
organization.

The student apartments would
then be leased to SCSU.
Current plans for the development include building a
four story building that would
include underground parking,
commercial space, a welcome
center for SCSU and three stories of student housing. About
462 bedrooms are planned to
be built on this space.
Stephen Upgren, Jim
Heim, and Robert Nelson all
manage properties in the south

side of St. Cloud and said they
think this housing project has
become too large and unrealistic since its original plan proposed over a year ago.
“It was going to be lowdensity housing, office, and
commercial use — real nice
gateway to St. Cloud State and
we all embraced that,” Upgren
said. “The same development
group just came out of left
field and they tossed the original plan away.”

Upgren said what started
as a plan for about 120 units
has become a “white elephant”
that now has plans for over
400 units.
A notice of public hearing
from the city of St. Cloud confirmed the development originally planned for 120 dwelling
units.
Attorney and member of
the development group for
the Fifth Avenue area Brian
Schoenborn said that the case

is the opposite.
“It’s actually gone down,”
Schoenborn said. “We could
build 600 beds there if we
wanted to without having to
get any kind of city approval.”
Though Schoenborn said
the number of units planned to
be built could be more without
city approval, the developing
group is asking for four variances to expand their building area outward and closer to
other property lines.

Chronicle.

to 4, attracting crowds from
both sides of party lines.
Protests sparked controversy every day of the RNC
resulting in many arrests and
controversial court cases.
The protest that took
place the first day of the convention, The March on the
RNC, brought an estimated
10,000 protesters.
Many journalists reporting for professional news
media sources with press credentials were also arrested,
sparking debate.
Meanwhile another convention was held in the Twin

Cities that same week, the
Ron Paul Rally for the Republic. Over 10,000 supporters gathers at the Target
Center on Sept. 2 to hear Paul
speak.
Sept. 25, 2008 - Serving
their first term as the Student
Government
Association
(SGA) president and vice
president team, Derek Mihm
and Ben Blomgren began
shaping the SGA to serve the
students at SCSU.
Over the summer, the
SGA worked with the SCSU
administration to get committees going, as opposed to

years past when that did not
happen until weeks into the
school year.

about how hopeful he really was for a fair election in
2008.
Oct. 13, 2008 - Planning
and discussions around the
Fifth Avenue Alive Project
began. This project would
build an SCSU welcome center on Fifth Avenue where
Coborn’s once stood.
The project is meant to
develop the area on Fifth Avenue and make it more useful
for both SCSU and the city of
St. Cloud.

August

Aug. 11, 2008 - As the
2008 election approached in
November, citizens began
gathering their facts and deciding how they will vote.
Campaigns were in full
swing for a strong half a year
from all political parties. Debates at the local and national
level began as well.

September

Sept. 4, 2008 - The Republican National convention took over St. Paul Sept. 1

October

Oct. 2, 2008 - A viewing of David Earnhardt’s
documentary “Uncounted:
The new math of American
elections” was followed by a
questions and answer session
with Minnesota’s Secretary
of State, Mark Ritchie.
After watching the documentary, most were understandably discouraged about
the voting process. To offer
reassurance, Ritchie spoke

November

Nov. 3, 2008 - SCSU’s

file photo

File photo

Activists carried a giant globe during a march to the Republican National Convention in September.

The Flaming Lips headlined the 10,000 Lakes Festival in Detroit Lakes in July.
The University Chronicle provided full coverage of the festival.
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variety of ways to inform students and faculty
as quickly as possible about
critical incidents happening
on campus.
E-mails, phone trees and
text alerts began being developed to ensure campus
safety.
Nov. 6, 2008 - Record
high numbers of SCSU students showed up to vote on
Nov. 4 at polling stations
both on and off campus.
As the election results
came in that night the world
watched as Barack Obama
was elected the 44th president of the U.S.
Spontaneous
celebrations erupted on the streets
of many cities because he is
the first black president.
On the campus of SCSU
the election results were being discussed in classes, in
the halls and all over campus
on Nov. 5, 2008.
Nov. 10, 2008 - With an
estimated 46 million Americans without health insurance and a large portion of
those coming from the 18 to
30 age range.
A new organization, Patients with Passports (PW)
opened to help send Americans without adequate insurance abroad for less expensive health care.

December

Dec. 4, 2008 - The negative economy became a major cause of an increase in
property crimes such as burglary and theft in and near
the South side of St. Cloud.
The number of burglaries
in St. Cloud doubled within
one month.
Dec. 8, 2008 - Gov. Tim
Pawlenty along with the
Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities released a
new plan to make 25 percent
of MnSCU credits available
online by 2015.
Pawlenty called the situation an “iPod world” where
much of the education system is “dominated by white
boards and lecture halls.”

January

Jan. 15, 2009 - Sacrifice,
flexibility, creativity and innovation are the solutions
that SCSU president Earl H.
Potter said were necessary at
SCSU then.
Potter felt it was necessary to address SCSU employees on Jan. 9 in response
to budget, alcohol, diversity
and stainability challenges
that the university was facing.
Jan. 22, 2009 - President
Barack Obama was sworn
into office at 12:05 p.m. EST
Jan. 20, 2009. The inauguration resulted in celebrations
across the U.S. and among
SCSU students.
One inauguration cel-

Joe Biden leads town meeting

ebration was hosted in the
March 23, 2008 - Vice
President Joe Biden talked
about helping the economy
with his Middle Class Task
Force Thursday at the New
Flyer bus plant in St. Cloud.
Accompanied by Sen.
Amy Klobuchar and four of
Obama’s Cabinet members,
Biden answered questions
from the audience about the
$787 billion stimulus package passed by President
Obama last month.
“We’re here to listen,”
Biden said. “We’re here
to hear what you think we
should do for the next four
years.”
The panel discussed creating jobs, increasing funding for mass transit and how
the package will help education.
New Flyer was selected
as the location of the town
hall style event because of
the company’s example of
success in the current economy. It has added 100 employees in the last year, and
now has about 650.
The company also manufactures
environmentally
friendly buses. Two main
parts of the stimulus package
are green technology and
mass transit.
The stimulus package
will invest $48 billion to increase in roads, bridges and
mass transit.
The panel included Agriculture Secretary Tom
Vilsack, Transportation Secretary Ray LaHood, Education Secretary Arne Duncan
and Housing and Urban De-

student use.
velopment Secretary Shaun
Donovan.
Panelists
highlighted
their plans for their respective areas of the stimulus
package.
Vilsack said he hopes to
get relief to dairy farmers
soon.
LaHood highlighted the
importance of light rail and
bus and said his department
is devoting $8 billion for
high-speed rail.
About $61 billion will go
to education.
“The three areas we will
concentrate on are a new
focus on early childhood
education, K-12, and over
$32 billion into increased
financial aid,” Duncan said.
“We’re going to increase
access, increase Pell grants,
increase tuition tax cuts for
the middle class, so that every hardworking child who
wants to go on to higher education can do that.”
Donovan said the two
key things he will be working on will be lowering interest rates and stopping foreclosures.
Biden answered and discussed questions from the
audience of 400 for almost
an hour, covering everything
from the North Star light rail
to helping legal immigrants
to succeed in the U.S.

Atwood Ballroom. Students
gathered to watch the live
television feed of the ceremony across campus.
Jan. 29, 2009 - With
Minnesota experiencing the
largest state deficit in the
history of existence at about
$5 billion and counting, the
state budget plan revealed by
Gov. Tim Pawlenty showed
a cut in spending.
Upon request by the
Minnesota State Colleges
and Universities (MnSCU)
system, each institution had
to cut their operating budgets
by 10 percent for the current
fiscal year.
The largest university in
the system, SCSU had to cut
its operations budget by $1.6
million during the 2009 fiscal year.

The new addition, costing $14.5 million, opened in
January and became ready
for classroom and laboratory
use by February.
Feb. 9, 2009 - Residence
Hall Association (RHA)
President Kristie Hauger approached SGA to present a
potentially huge change to
students living on campus.
Residential Life proposed
to close four of nine residence halls during fall break,
Thanksgiving break, winter
break and spring break.
Though no dorm halls
closed during the 2008-09
school year, there is a possibility they will next school
year.
Feb. 16, 2009 - KVSC’s
XXX Trivia: 30 Years of
Trivia Lovin’ dominated the
weekend as 76 teams from
around Minnesota participated in the trivia marathon.

February

Feb. 5, 2009 - Construction to the Robert H. Wick
Science Building at SCSU
finished and it opened for

File photo

Vice President Joe Biden answered questions from the audience at the New
Flyer bus company early Thursday afternoon. Biden assured the listeners that
America will recover from the recession.

March

March 19, 2009 - Social

file photo

SCSU student Becky Gehling voted Tuesday afternoon at City Hall in St. Cloud
in November.

activist Angela Davis took
the stage of Ritsche Auditorium at SCSU. Davis spoke
to transition SCSU between
Black History Month into
Women’s History Month.
Davis’ speech was titled
“Feminist Change: A New
Era,” but she spoke about
much more than feminism.
March 23, 2009 - Vice
President Joe Biden visited
St. Cloud to lead a town hall
meeting. Biden talked about
helping the economy with
his Middle Class Task Force
at the New Flyer bus plant.
Accompanied by Sen.
Amy Klobuchar and four of
Obama’s Cabinet members,
Biden answered questions
from the audience about the
$787 billion stimulus package passed by President
Obama in February.
March 30, 2009 - Stearns
County was one of the 37
counties in Minnesota with
a flood warning or advisory
as declared by the National

Weather Service this week.
The threat of flooding
was a result of the heavy
rains that began March 21,
2009. As a result, the Emergency Operations Center was
partially activated by Stearns
County.

April

April 6, 2009 - When
SCSU professor Yolanda
Lehman’s Race in America
class heard about a racist
message written on a poster
sponsored by the class, they
decided to leave the message
up rather than tear it down.
A paper arrow pointing
to the graffiti was added to
the bulletin board and encouraged viewers to write a
message in response.
The bulletin board was
later moved to Atwood so
hundreds of students could
post their responses.
April 13, 2009 - U.S. Rep.
Michele Bachmann made a
visit to SCSU to present her

views on President Obama’s
plan to cut carbon emissions.
A majority of the forum was
a presentation made by Chris
Horner, a senior fellow at the
Competitive Enterprise Institute.
The audience expressed
their views on the subject,
some agreed with Bachmann
and others did not.
April 20, 2009 - Students
may now be eligible for
debt forgiveness and lower
monthly loan payments
when the College Cost Reduction and Access Act goes
into effect on July 1.
The legislation signed
into law nearly two years
ago can soon help thousands
of recent graduates cope with
student debt.

file photo

Volunteers move sandbags in the Fargodome in April. About 3.5 million sandbags were filled there to fight the area flooding. Stearns County was one of 37
counties in the area to declare a flood emergency.
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Ali Tweten

Well, here I am, alone at the
Chronicle at 1:30 a.m. finishing
up the final edits. It’s my last issue of the University Chronicle,
and I’m kind of sad.
It’s been an amazing three
years that I’ve spent countless
hours working in the dungeon of
Stewart Hall, but I’m immensely
proud of everything we’ve accomplished.
I’ve tried my best to include
hard-hitting, fair, balanced and
fact-packed news. I’ve also realized one of my favorite things
to do is tear writers’ articles to
shreds with the editing pen. I
hope I can continue doing that
after graduation.

Editor in Chief; Next year: Graduating

Dana Johnson

As I move up the University
Chronicle food chain I continue
to learn from my daily endeavors as a journalist at SCSU.
Next academic year will be
an exciting year to be the editor
of this publication.
Our readers’ support is
what keeps us thriving. As we
go through the changes that
most news media companies
are making right now, incorporating the Internet and other
new mediums that people are
receiving their news with, I ask
that we continue to have SCSU’s campus and community
support.

Joey LeMay

In my time, I have met so
many different personalities that
I have questioned my own levelmindedness.
But that’s alright, because
based on what others tell me, this
qualifies as a time in my life that
I won’t forget. And that seems
perfectly logical seeing as the
Chronicle has consumed everyday of my life for the last roughly
318 days.
After all, I made a great
friend in Joe Brown and a “water
moccasin”-shooting friend in Joseph Froemming.
Everyone on the staff made
my time worth every sacrifice.

Michael Vadnie

Although I was never much
of a Brady Bunch fan, I understand the sitcom attraction
for familial chaos. And that
reminds me of the 2008-2009
University Chronicle.
Collectively, this ‘family’
had a goal of trying to report on
SCSU events and issues while
having fun doing it. Ad, business and audience support also
are crucial. As resident curmudgeon and adviser, I would have
to say this group works hard
and plays hard.
My hope is they keep their
vision of truth and story telling
alive, all for the greater good.

Managing Editor; Next year: Graduating Faculty Adviser; Next year: Inspired

JosephFroemming

I am proud of my time as Intermission editor of the Chronicle. I nearly lost my mind in the
fall semester when I had to write
way more than a human should.
Doctors said my endurance
was not healthy and I nearly got
the bends from writing six album
reviews a week on top of an average of two stories.
The spring was better and we
broke the Stacy Bauer performing
with Big Brother & the Holding
Company for a few shows before
any other paper did. It was an incredible learning experience.
All I can say for future writers is quit your horsin’ and write.

Joe Brown

I feel like my time at the
Chronicle can be best summarized like the prison break
in “The Shawshank Redemption.”
In my time here, I felt like
I’ve crawled through 500 yards
of shit – through various problems that can plague a deadline-driven industry.
I could not wait to get out.
Now as I see the light at the
end, I feel clean.
Despite all the drama and
pressure, it was absolutely
worth it.
Plus, covering sports is the
greatest gig in the world.

News Editor; Next year: Editor in Chief Intermission Editor; Next year: Opinions Editor Sports Editor; Next year: Graduating

Jack Hennes

The University Chronicle
started out as a little hobby of
mine, and now it has almost become a second home to me.
I tried multiple times to get
my own key made so I could
access the Chronicle office. To
date, I still do not own this key.
I am optimistic that one day
I will own this key and access
the Chronicle office whenever
I like.
I had a good time this year
plugging in digits onto page
two as assistant news editor.
Next year, I will be spending a
little more time in the Chronicle
office as intermission editor.

Jakob Gilk

My year became extremely
busy when I became visuals
editor. I came into the job totally unprepared; I had plenty
of photography experience but
was lacking many of the other
skills needed for the job.
I had to learn fast from the
other editor. I spent more time
and put more energy than I had
anticipated but am glad to have
accomplished what I have.
I am happy to return next
year as the assistant visuals
editor, taking a reduction in responsibility.
Peace.

Asst. News Editor; Next year: Intermission Editor Visuals Editor; Next year: Asst. Visuals Editor

Amber Dullum

Working at the University
Chronicle these past two years
has been an incredible roller
coaster ride that has allowed
me to meet and work with so
many amazing and dedicated
people.
As the advertising manager
I have experienced far more
than I could have ever imagined - all of which will help me
to move along to even bigger
and better things.
I will never forget this opportunity that I had and I would
like to thank all of the people
who have helped me along the
way!

Emma Helfrich

This was my first semester
at the Chronicle being an ad rep
and I have really enjoyed the experience. The Chronicle is also
a great way to meet new people
and make lasting friendships.
I will be continuing as ad
rep next year and look forward
to learning more about the process to later benefit my career.
It’s a great atmosphere, and
if you are thinking about joining, do not let anything hold you
back. Go for it. In the end, you
will be glad you did.
Congratulations and good
luck in the future to all those
who are leaving.

Tim Stang

After two months of prodding from the “AmiJoes,” I finally moved up from a writer to
assistant sports editor.
I could not be happier that
I took on the position. What
I learned in just two short semesters at the Chronicle will be
with me the rest of my life, and
I have developed friendships
that will remain forever.
Only time will tell what
is next for me. But the more
I think about it I might just
do what the great Mike Tyson
once said he thought he would
do, “I guess I’m gonna fade
into Bolivian.”

Asst. Sports Editor; Next year: Graduating
“Be the change you want
to see in the world.”
- Mahatma Gandhi

MichaelSchoenecker

Advertising Manager; Next year: Graduating Advertising Rep.; Next year: Advertising Manager Classifieds Manager; Next year: Graduating

Nils Badrul

This year has been a great
learning experience for me. I
learned a lot and got to know
the writers who make the
Chronicle possible. Might I say
they are a unique and funny
group of people. I know I have
made lifelong friends who are
genuine, and hard working putting in many hours in the basement of Stewart Hall.
As the business manager I
don’t get to get all that much
exposure to the writing side of
the paper but I get plenty on the
finance side. It is a fun job and I
am looking forward for another
year in the same position.

Business Manager; Next year: Same

Samantha Bushey

Despite what everyone tried
to tell me, copy editing wasn’t
so bad. I had a blast being
down in the office for layouts
because it didn’t really feel like
work - not with this group. And
I’ll definitely miss reading Joe
Brown and Joe Froemming’s
point/counterpoint articles because they’re always good for
a laugh.
That being said, I’m looking forward to being a lot more
involved as next year’s visuals
editor and I think the team next
year will be just as great, so if
you’re interested, or just curious, come check things out.

Blake Weld

So I was walking to class
on a lovely winter day. I was
bombarded by two mystical creatures. One was the -30
wind, and the other was a man
they call Michael Schoenecker.
The wind was non-verbal and
Michael was a chatter box. Michael asked me if I was willing
to take a few pictures for the
Chronicle.
I replied with “do I get paid
the big bucks?” Sure enough I
got the big bills. But in the end it
was not just the money that mattered, but the experience and the
knowledge I gained that truly
mattered.

I’m tremendously grateful for the chance to write
and draw “Beanie” for the
Chronicle.
Thanks for another great
year.
I have one more semester
until I graduate from this fine
institution, which means one
more semester of Beanie.
We’ll see you in the fall.

Mark Reif

Asst. Visuals Editor; Next year: Staff Photographer Editorial Artist; Next year: Same

Andy Downs

After two years of editing
opinions and a lengthy college
career in general, it’s time to
move on and graduate.
It’s been disappointing to see
such a large group of students on
campus have so few opinions to
contribute, but all that’s done is
left more room for me to spout
my liberal nonsense. Thanks, at
least, for that.
I’d like to thank the few of
you who actually contributed
columns this year, Mark Reif for
“Beanie”, and Paul Crawford for
doing the half-and-half Opinions
Editor gig with me.

Paul Crawford

Ideally, the views we print
would represent a range somewhat comparable to the wide
range of opinions on our campus.
Reality forces different
circumstances upon us, one
that gives readers the views of
a very small group of students
– namely the Chronicle’s lefty
editors.
My opinion, since you
never asked, is that it boils
down to a lack of enthusiasm
from our relatively lazy student body.
I suspect this a trend that
will continue at SCSU.

Copy Editor; Next year: Visuals Editor Opinions Editor; Next year: Graduating Opinions Editor; Next year: Graduating

The University Chronicle will be back in business June 15
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Congresswoman is
superb at offending
It happens all
something.
Paul
too often. This
I know I present
Crawford
week Rep. Michele
myself as a highly
Bachmann said she
biased commenfound it “interesttator by resorting
ing” that swine
to scathing comflu only seems to
mentary, but I can
break out under
think of no other
Democrat presiway to express my
dents. She masked
disapproval of our
the madness of
Congresswoman.
her comment by Opinions Editor
I don’t believe
saying, “I’m not
there is anything
blaming this on
immoral
about
President Obama,” but only conservative political ideolothat it was an “interesting gy. In a more utopian society,
coincidence.”
limited government would
What was her point, to be very attractive. Also, I
somehow associate Demo- see many instances where it
crats with swine flu? Not seems our government is too
likely. Instead, it has just overreaching, intrusive, and
been one more unexplain- bureaucratic.
able episode in a long list of
This being said, I do have
national television appear- disagreements with Bachances turned into a media mann’s political ideology.
spectacles.
But that is not why I loathe
It appeared she had her.
her weekly dose of publicRather, I loathe her bold
ity until Wednesday when and unrepentant foolishness,
she hit the floor of the U.S. which constitutes a good
House. While debating the deal of her public persona.
Local Law Enforcement Her methods involve chanHate Crimes Prevention Act neling and voicing radical
she deliberately associated reactionary rage on many sohomosexuality with pedo- cial issues, not unlike a radio
philia, saying the bill would talk show entertainer. But,
only protect “a pedophile, she isn’t an entertainer.
someone who considers
I would be less disheartthemselves gay, someone ening if she silently supportwho considers themselves ed these reactionary causes,
transgender, someone who which some politicians do.
considers themselves a Instead, she actively pursues
cross-dresser,” but not “vet- and promotes them though
erans,” “pregnant women,” legislation, and what has beor “85-year-old grandmoth- come her weekly, nationally
ers,” because everyone televised freakshow.
knows there’s no such thing
I have lived in Minneas a transgender grandma or sota’s sixth district for about
gay soldier.
three years. I understand
Admittedly, I am no fan Central Minnesota is tradiof Michele Bachmann. And tionally a Republican area
maybe I’m just ignorant, where people serious about
because I’ve never met any- conservatism. That has taken
one who admitted to being some time, but I have come
a stalwart supporter. Sure, to terms with it, and I respect
there are some diehards here other’s opinions when they
and there who are willing can back them up.
to publicly defend the ConBut, by formally calling
gresswoman on the op-ed Bachmann a representative
page of the St. Cloud Times, of our district is doing huge
but I always had the feeling disservice, not only to every
they were secret surrogates liberal, but many of goodof Bachmann’s public rela- hearted conservatives as
tions team.
well. She is about as repreThe paradox remains. sentative of our district as a
How did this personality thorn is of a rose.
– an open backer of reacPerhaps I am being nationary policies, a walk- ïve. If this is the case, I suging billboard advertisement gest our Congresswoman
representing the repulsive seek higher office, and mayfaction of a schismatic Re- be that is exactly what she’s
publican Party (the one that preparing for. She could run
clings to religion and guns), for U.S. Senate, governor
every political strategist’s if Pawlenty steps aside, or
recurring nightmare – how maybe even president.
did this woman not only get
But, something tells me
elected, but then reelected to she’d be chewed up and spit
the United States Congress? out faster that cheap ChiApparently I am missing clets.
The opinions expressed on the Commentary and Opinions pages are not
necessarily those of the college, university system or student body.
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Fairness and equality for
all urged by Project 515

The editorial board of the University Chronicle
met with a public advocacy group yesterday known as
Project 515, whose mission is “to ensure that same-sex
couples and their families have equal rights and considerations under Minnesota law.”
Currently, there are 515 laws on the books in Minnesota alone (not including the 1139 federal laws),
which unfairly discriminate against same-sex partners.
The volunteer-based group is working to inform Minnesotans of these inequalities, hoping that creating
broad awareness is the first step in enacting legislative
change.
There are several bills currently proposed in Minnesota’s legislature that would afford same-sex couples
the rights granted to married couples.
One such bill is a “Final Wishes Proposal.” Minnesota law states that married couples automatically have
the right to carry out the final wishes of their deceased
spouses. If the bill passes, committed same-sex partners
will be allowed the same right.
Other proposed legislation includes a bill that
would allow a surviving partner to recover damages
after the wrongful death of their loved one. Minnesota
courts have previously denied restitution in such cases,
even to cover the funeral costs, leaving the bereaved to
suffer the financial costs alone.
Part of Project 515’s mission is to raise awareness
on issues such as these.
The Chronicle’s editorial board endorses Project
515’s cause and hopes students will make an informed
decision about where they stand. For more information on the group and the issue of equality for same-sex
couples, readers can visit Project515.org.
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Quote of the Day:

“D

o not fear to be eccentric in opinion, for every opinion
now accepted was once eccentric.”

Facebook
blows hard
Andy
Downs

Bertrand Russell
Philosopher

Defense against wrongful
bias claims in Chronicle
On Feb. 19, 2009, Benjamin Seghers, operator of scsuintellectuals.wordpress.com,
claimed that the student-run
newspaper of SCSU, University Chronicle, was biased in
its reporting. The claim focused
on the coverage of two panels
held on campus that looked to
detail the situation of the Gaza
Strip and Israeli war crimes in
Palestine.
The first panel was held
Wednesday, Feb. 11 by SCSU
Human Relations professors
Fouzi Slisli and Tamrat Tademe.
During the presentation, professor Joseph Eidelheit interrupted
Slisli and Tademe to question
their use of a Warsaw ghetto
photograph side-by-side with a
picture of Gaza sufferers. Eidelheit was removed from the room
and the panel continued.
The following Wednesday,
Feb. 18, Eidelheit presented a
Gaza panel of his own to explain his side of the conflict and
vent his frustrations with the
first panel.
University Chronicle failed
to cover the first panel, and not
only covered, but also made Eidelheit’s presentation front-page
news in the Feb. 19 issue.
Seghers, like many readers may have looked at this as
coverage with an agenda: University Chronicle wanted nothing to do with the first panel’s
conflicting viewpoint that was
expressed in its editorial board,
thus giving the panel no press.
On the other hand, Eidelheit’s presentation, which gelled
quite well with the opinions of
the editorial board, was given
ample space on both the front
page and a subsequent inside
page.
On the social networking
Web-site, Facebook, a group
was created to express an opinion that said the University
Chronicle’s reporting is nothing
but agenda-based propaganda.
The name of the group, “In my
opinion, the SCSU Chronicle is
a liberal joke,” expresses their
viewpoint by saying, “I believe
they are primarily concerned
with promoting their own agenda and personal beliefs, which
are quite narrow and like-minded.”
Both instances are a part of
a larger problem: the distrust in
media and the idea that media
skew their reporting and newsgathering to cater to their political and social values.
University Chronicle offers
a few different defenses than
traditional, professional newspapers. However, the overtone
is the same: very often the misconceived notion of agenda is
simply a condition of circumstance.
News coverage at University Chronicle is not what it
could be. Events are often left
uncovered for a variety of reasons. This does not mean the
newspaper should be given a
free pass — lack of coverage
on specific issues should not be
taken as status quo by the readership. There are reasons behind
the exclusion, however.

Free-range freelancers
University Chronicle does
not “hire” writers. Writers come
and go as they please because
they volunteer their time as
freelancers.
There is a small amount
of monetary compensation for
meeting a quota of stories covered for freelancers, but there
are no contracts writers are tied
down to.
There are 13 paid positions
that qualify as regular staffers at
University Chronicle. Of these
staffers, 11 are editors while
two staffers work in advertising
and classifieds.
The benefit of treating the
writing positions as freelance
work comes when new writers

Joey
LeMay

Managing Editor

want to volunteer their services.
A revolving door for writers
in to University Chronicle allows for an unlimited number of
students to have a chance to be
published. As a student-run publication, University Chronicle
cannot see itself turning away
students who want to hone their
craft. While their work is not as
seasoned as it may be after experience, readers must keep in
mind that writers are amateurs
and still learning.
The problem with freelancing lies with consistency. In
any given meeting, University
Chronicle may turn willing writers away because the story well
has run dry on account of actually having too many writers on
hand. If every story offered is
taken, someone is left out.
Obviously, this is a “good”
problem to have. The “bad”
portion of the problem surfaces
when not nearly enough writers
offer to take stories. If a section is budgeted for five stories
and there are eight story ideas
bouncing around, coverage in
some sector will suffer.
This was the instance with
the previously mentioned panel
that consisted of Slisli and Tademe.
On Wednesday, Feb. 11 the
story was pitched by the news
editor. Regretfully, no writers
volunteered to take the story
and the event received no coverage. Staffers also had conflicts
with the time of the event.
However, what happened at
the event influenced the coverage Eidelheit’s presentation
would receive the following
week.

Making news…
whatever news is
Wednesday, Feb. 18: For
its newsworthy value, the panel
put on by Slisli and Tademe was
not high on the list of intriguing
events. Coverage of what is essentially a re-education panel is
not unique or new.
However, when Eidelheit
stood up, addressed the panel
and was subsequently removed
from the auditorium, the repercussions became interesting. A
civil quarrel of education and
decency began to unfold.
I personally covered Eidelheit’s follow-up presentation on
the Gaza Strip. Understanding
that the panel prior to Edelheit’s
was uncovered, I chose not to
simply summarize Eidelheit’s
claimed clarification of the
events in Gaza.
Instead, I focused on Eidelheit’s reaction to his treatment
at the panel conducted by Slisli
and Tademe, his problem with
the Warsaw ghetto photo and the
flyer, and the mixed reception
he received from the audience.
Gaza was scarcely mentioned.
So, in order to say University Chronicle showed favoritism towards Eidelheit’s panel
is misleading. Eidelheit was
covered, but not in vain of the
situation in Gaza.
It was the story of a man’s
reaction to being removed from
a public forum on a university
campus for speaking his mind;
both unique and new. And that’s
one of the best definitions of
news I can think of.

Standards deviate

love to say it is just as good as
the St. Cloud Times, but we
know it’s not true. Just because
you break a story first does not
mean you are a better publication.
Thus, University Chronicle should not be held on the
same standards as the St. Cloud
Times. For some students, the
talent is there to write for the
St. Cloud Times. For others, it
is not.
Criticisms of content coverage for the St. Cloud Times
come in a similar context than
they do for University Chronicle.
However, I can only assume
that the general public holds
the St. Cloud Times to a higher
standard. After all, their employees commit themselves to
their craft for 40 hours a week.
Being a daily, and having a
higher page count, the St. Cloud
Times would have no excuse to
not cover a panel if its specific
target audience was the SCSU
campus.
University Chronicle is a biweekly newspaper that operates
on very limited space. Events
are often sent to the wayside not
only for the reasons mentioned
above, but also for space constraints.
In 2008, University Chronicle reduced its size for the
second consecutive year. Next
year, there are talks about University Chronicle reducing its
hard copy to a once-a-week
publication and having more
online content.
While this move may reduce
the number of readers, it will allow for content to be updated
more online.

Do journalists have
time for bias?
To address the issue that
University Chronicle is trying
to incorporate a liberal agenda
into its paper, one has to look at
the logistics of this.
From my experience in both
college and professional newsrooms, I can vouch to say that
bias and agenda happen on a far
less substantial level than the
public would think. There are a
variety of reasons for this on the
college campus.
University Chronicle staffers must be full-time students as
well. This means that in between
classes, homework, a faint sense
of a social life and other obligations, they must fit news collecting and writing in there.
Oftentimes stories require
a two-to-three day turnaround.
This can be troublesome for
sourcing.
Assuming the journalist puts
in calls to sources one day and
talks with them the next—that
leaves little time for writing.
And, oftentimes the story must
run before you get a complete
scope of opinions.
Does a story have all liberal
sources? If so, most of the time
it comes down to who calls the
journalist back and how close
they are to deadline. Between
talking to answering machines
to poor interviews to the wrong
people calling you back, a lot
can throw a story for a loop.
They’re opinions for a reason: A big mistake made by critics when they complain about
bias is turning to the Opinions/
Editorial page. Many readers assume the news section and opinions section is one organism.
Smart newspapers do not allow reporters to write opinions.
University Chronicle cannot get
around this.
The small staff forces those
who report on stories to also
write opinions. This makes the
writer much more transparent
than they may want to be when
consumers are taking in their
stories.

University Chronicle would
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Opinions Editor

Remember when you used
to use the house phone to call
your friends to hang out; when
you would go out and actually
do something fun and exciting
that involved movement and interaction with real people?
I miss those days.
They’re long gone now.
Gone like old technology —
the typewriter, the landline, the
VCR — only to be replaced by
one piece of modern technology
that lets us pretend that we’re
actually doing something.
Now, we have computers
— little ones that fit into our
pocket, on our laps, in our ears
— and socializing substitutes
we call applications that make
us believe we’re really having a
“social experience”.
The truth is, Facebook and
Twitter and all the other socalled “social-networking services” don’t really allow you
to talk to your friends or loved
ones, they just make you think
you are.
I personally find it incredibly annoying knowing what
people, most of whom I don’t
talk to and probably never will,
are doing at every moment of
their day. I don’t need to know
that Timmy Thompson “had
a bad day and is going to get
drunk to make it better,” or that
Brenda Bendover is “out partying with the girls from work.”
The only people that need to
know these things are you and
the people you’re doing these
things with. I don’t need to
know, and neither does the rest
of your imaginary “friend list.”
Do you remember when Facebook was fresh and new a few
years ago, when it was strictly
your college peers and was fun
to check every couple days?
I didn’t mind it then, because it wasn’t used for telling the entire world — friends,
acquaintances, relatives, employers — every thing you
were thinking or doing. There
weren’t a million applications
like quizzes and “Mafia Wars”
and “Which beer are you?”
Here’s a heads up: You aren’t
a beer, you aren’t involved in
the mafia and nobody cares how
you scored on a meaningless
quiz, so quit pretending anyone
cares.
Instead of joining Facebook
groups and befriending people
you met once when you were
drunk, try joining a real organization that does real things
and if someone is really your
“friend,” why don’t you try
hanging out with them and doing things friends do together.
We’re so obsessed with sitting in front of computer screens
and writing on one another’s
“walls” that we’ve forgotten
what it’s like to get a letter in
the mail, a high-five, a smile, a
hug. Do we not remember — or
better yet, care — what it feels
like to physically see or smell
another living person; hold
something tangible in our hands
that we can keep; go outside and
do things?
I’m convinced that if there
was a Facebook application
for pretend, cyber-food, people
wouldn’t even bother eating
anymore. And what if the Internet were to magically disappear tomorrow and there were
no more Facebook? Would you
honestly know what to do with
yourself?
We’ve become dumb and
incapable of interacting with
one another in an actual social
setting. Think of all the time
you spend writing on others’
“walls” or aimlessly browsing
“status updates.” You aren’t really learning anything. In fact,
you’re getting dumber. Try reading a book, a newspaper or even
a cereal box — I don’t care.
And if you think you’re really socializing because your
friends are all on Facebook and
you can know what they’re doing it all times, you’re gravely
mistaken. You aren’t doing diddly. Socializing requires interaction. It requires talking to other
people, seeing their expressions
and body language, the infliction of their words, meaningful
conversation.
So quit pretending Facebook is important. If you want
to keep in touch with somebody, keep a rolodex with their
contact information, write them
a letter — hell, even an e-mail
would work — and better yet,
try seeing them in person.
Ditch “The ‘book” and get
some real friends.

Opinions
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High school seniors
face certain rejection
When I was first
plied at five schools,
Benjamin
asked to write an arand got accepted to
Billman
ticle for the last isall of them.
sue of the Chronicle
So when these
for my last semester
high schoolers are
here at SCSU, I was
complaining
left
pretty sure I knew
and right about
what I was going to
how Stanford says
write about.
they don’t accept
I was going to
appeals, I laugh incomplain. Loudly.
side.
About
things
Because really,
that annoy me on
if you get a 3.5 GPA
Staff Writer
campus.
in high school, how
And then somecan you ever expect
one else beat me to it, so now to go to Stanford…especially
I have to actually think about if you have already been rewhat I write.
jected once before?
Also, I complain a lot, so
Another grand section of
this might be a decent change the article featured the story
of pace for me. Or at least it of the University of Califorwon’t offend or annoy some- nia, San Diego, which had
thing like 80 percent of the 47,000 applicants, 29,000 of
people who read it, which is a which were rejected, but sent
definite plus.
acceptance letters along with
First of all, I love this the 18,000 or so who actually
school. I have been here for were accepted.
four wonderful years, and I
Shortly after the rejected
have been glad about 70 per- students found they were accent of the time that I did come cepted to the university, they
here.
received another letter saying
Sure its far from my cen- that the school messed up, but
tral Wisconsin home, but still, that they were sorry for any
the distance never mattered trouble.
much. And who really wants
I want to meet the person
to see their parents every day who had the list of people to
while you are in college?
send rejection letters to, and
But that’s not what I was the list of acceptance letters,
going to write about today. and just decided to send accepAfter doing some thoughtful tance letters to everyone.
research on the Interwebs, I
Because the instant I meet
came across an article on the that person, the world will exWall Street Journal talking plode, since the smartest perabout college rejection letters. son in the world (me) will be
While at first, the only meeting the dumbest person in
thing I thought this meant was the world (whoever that perthat the Wall Street Journal son is).
is desperately in need of new
It’s probably in one of
and compelling material. After those prophecies that consome thought and reading the spiracy theorists talk about all
article, I have now decided to the time; “On the day when
stand on a podium and make the smartest man meets the
fun of the majority of it.
dumbest man, there will be a
So the gist of this goes rumbling in the sky, and unthat the national graduating derneath the feet, and a huge
high school class of 2009 is freaking comet will kill everyone of the largest ever. And one, dead to death.”
this means that schools get to
Or something like that.
say “we don’t want you at our
Anyway, short of offendschool” even more.
ing more people, I feel like my
And because of the sheer point has been made.
number of denials, and the
Which is either: The Wall
Internet — which makes so Street Journal is kind of lame;
many annoying things possi- high school seniors are aiming
ble — apparently high school for the stars, but forgot to bring
seniors are getting together a bow, or arrows; or finally,
even more than ever and, liter- this is the last article I will ever
ally, kvetching nonstop about write for the Chronicle, and I
how colleges are mean when wanted to annoy more people
they reject you.
than I already have.
One of the major reasons I
I hope one of those points
find this amusing is that, when succeeds.
I was a high school senior, I ap-

International students
need social diversity
Jun-Kai Teoh

SCSU is diverse, right?
What with all the international students coming from
every corner of the world in
hordes to attend SCSU. Well,
it all seems nice and true until
you take a closer look at the
SCSU community.
SCSU is not diverse. At
least it isn’t as diverse as it
should be. Why?
Oh, just pick a day and
head to Garvey during the
peak hours and you should be
able to see what I mean. It is
almost — keyword here — almost, grouped depending on
your ethnicity or country of
origin.
Take a good look and
you’ll see that the Japanese
stick together, the Malaysians
stick together, the Chinese
stick together and so on and
so forth. Now, I’m not picking
out a few countries on purpose
here, I’m just naming them off
the top of my head.
Before anyone jumps the
gun and starts shouting, “You
don’t know what you’re talking about,” just hear me out.
Am I saying that international
students don’t mix around?
Of course not. They do
mix around. Hmm, probably
about one out of every 10 of
them though.
Now, let me tell you what
I think the problem is. I am in
no way laying the blame on the
international students, though
it may seem that way at first.
Just read on before you tear
this issue into smithereens.
To the international students: yes, we are new to this
country. Yes, we have a lot of
unique stories we can share
with the Americans. Yes, we
are somewhat a “guest” or an
“asset” to the SCSU community because we bring diversity. Yes, it would be absolutely
wonderful if we mixed around
with Americans here and become buddies with them.
Some of us do have American friends, and no, I don’t
mean “hi-bye” friends. I mean
friends you hang out with. For
those of you without and wondering curiously why, here’s
some advice.
You should not expect
Americans to approach you

first. Why? Oh, common sense
my friends.
There’s a reason why we’re
called “aliens” in this country.
Because when Americans see
us, it’s like seeing little green
men from Mars.
No, I don’t mean that in a
mean way. We’re just so different from what they are normally exposed to that chances
are, they are unsure of how to
approach us, afraid of us and
oftentimes just afraid of saying the wrong thing and offending us.
You might be thinking in
the back of your head, “But
this is America! It’s the melting pot, right?”
Well, you’re right, but this
is also SCSU. And no, you’re
not a celebrity either.
One important thing, it’s
rude to speak in your own language when you’re amongst
others that cannot understand that. In fact, by doing
so, you’re just going to scare
away your newly-made American friend.
Look, just approach them.
We’re like the ambassadors
from our countries. Everything
we do represents our country.
I’m sure you wouldn’t want
Americans to think that we’re
unsociable?
Oh, nobody said it’ll be
easy. Nothing worthwhile
comes easily. But the important thing is to understand
that we’re all people. Americans are as intimidated by
approaching us as we are by
them.
We flew thousands of
miles just to get to SCSU.
What’s the point of coming all
the way here if we’re not going to make the best out of it?
The best way to start is
to join a club other than your
own ethnic-based organization. Or have your organization become more Americanfriendly.
JP Network is a good example of this.
I’m going to end this here
today before some international student starts writing
hate mail saying I’m biased. I
ask that you don’t. Just stop.
I’ve got a piece of my
mind I wish to share with the
Americans too, just not today.
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Quote of the Day:

“A

lways do sober what you said you’d do drunk. That
will teach you to keep your mouth shut.”
Ernest Hemingway
Author

Letters to the Chronicle
Pay disparities among
sexes cause poverty
Tuesday, April 28 was the
national observance of Equal
Pay Day; the day when women and men around the country recognize the wage gap
between working women and
men, and offer remedies to address pay inequity.
The day is observed on a
Tuesday in April, symbolizing
how far into the year a woman
must work, on average, to earn
as much as a man earned the
previous year.
Tuesday is also the day on
which women’s wages catch
up to men’s from the previous
week.
Forty-six years after the
Equal Pay Act was passed
in 1963, women must still
campaign for equal pay. And
despite the various cries that
women’s equity has been
achieved, this is not the case.
Pay inequity is the result
of a systematically sexist culture that still undervalues and
under appreciates women’s
economic contributions.
According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, women are
paid only 78 cents for every
dollar a man is paid—a gap of
22 cents. Women of color face
an even larger wage gap; African American women earning a mere 70 cents and Latina
women 58 cents for every one
dollar their male counterparts
make.
It is estimated that if women received the same wages as
men who work the same number of hours, have the same
education and union status,
are the same age, and live in
the same region of the country,
these women’s annual income
would rise by $4,000 and poverty rates would be cut in half.

Additionally, working families would gain $200 billion in
family income annually.
At a time when America’s
economy is facing a downturn,
every penny counts.
As a college senior who
will soon be entering the job
market, the statistics are disheartening. Just one year out
of college, female graduates
working full time typically
earn only 80 percent of what
their male counterparts earn.
Ten years after graduation,
women fall further behind,
earning only 69 percent of
what men earn.
This not only impacts
women’s spending power, but
it also affects their economic
and retirement security, contributing to the higher rates of
poverty among women.
Pay disparities affect
women of all ages, races and
education levels, regardless of
their family decisions.
It is time that we demanded pay equity for all, not only
for the sake of women everywhere, but also for the benefit
of their families.

Wangari Mugo
Graduate student
Social Responsibility

CPSY class collecting
litter can inspire others
With spring finally arriving, campus has seen a huge
increase in the amount of people utilizing common areas
to meet friends, have outdoor
programs and even to study.
Unfortunately with the
coming of spring, most of us
quickly begin to notice the litter that has been neglected all
winter.

As a service learning project, professor Mary Tackett’s
community psychology course
decided to take action and
make spring a more enjoyable
experience on campus.
For two hours on Wednesday, the class of about 30 students walked around filling
garbage bags with a shocking amount of trash that has
infected the area during the
winter months.
Each year, professor Tackett’s course breaks into small
groups and is given an assignment to propose a service
learning project and present it
to the class. After the proposal, the students vote on their
favorite project.
This semester some of the
ideas presented included a
senior citizen prom, helping
do something in District 742
to promote diversity and help
out at the St. Cloud Humane
Society.
Although it is a diversity
course, the students knew
from experience that when the
snow finally melted away, the
trash would be revealed and
someone needed to take immediate action.
By taking the afternoon
to clean up trash, the students
hope to inspire others on campus to stop littering and lend a
helping hand when garbage is
seen on the ground.
With a beautiful campus
under all of the trash, if everyone helped and picked up
a piece of litter when they saw
it, we could all work together
to beautify the place that we
spend so much time.

Samantha Richardson
Graduate student
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Demand to
rename the
swine flu is
plain wrong
Ashlee
Dent

Staff Column

While scientists, health officials and victims carry on the
fight against swine flu, a sect
of people have begun fighting
its name.
Yaakov Litzman, a deputy
health minister of Israel, recently announced that people
should not call the fast-spreading virus “swine flu,” due to
the Jewish and Islamic belief
that pigs are unclean.
“We will call it Mexico
flu. We won’t call it swine flu,”
Litzman stated at a news conference on Monday.
So suddenly just saying the
word “swine” isn’t kosher —
but naming a potentially fatal
virus after an entire race is?
Had the first known cases
of a new influenza came out
of Yaakov’s country, I doubt
Mexican citizens would dub it
“the Israeli illness.”
Naming this dangerous
problem after a people group
is extremely racist and inaccurate. Clearly, Mexicans did
not invent the flu, nor are only
Mexicans susceptible to it.
I’m baffled to even have
to be writing these obvious
facts.
If using the terms “swine”
or “pig” is a sin in Judaism or
Islam, followers of those faiths
should call the virus by one of
its official titles — influenza
A, or H1N1.
Trying to spread a derogatory term instead, is just plain
pigheaded.
I understand that the dominant religions of Israel forbid
the consumption of pork products.
However, swine flu is not
obtained by eating a piece of
bacon, but through proximity
with infected pigs or humans.
The virus also has origins
among some types of birds.
Because of similar misguided notions, United States
officials are now also considering implementing a new title
for the illness.
Misinterpreting the facts of
infection, a few countries have
begun banning pork products
from North America.
At this point, arming ourselves and other nations with
accurate information is the
best method of prevention —
not only against the flu itself,
but ineffective bans and harmful stereotyping.
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History and future of diversity at SCSU
Casey Cromwell
Contributing writer
and
Emily Peterson
Staff Writer
SCSU, currently known
for a diverse student body,
has not always been the bastion of multicultural attitudes
it is today.
The symbols and images
of mid-20th century race relations are fairly well known
and obvious: the Civil Rights
struggle, Martin Luther King
Jr.’s marches for freedom and
violent clashes around the nation.
“When I first came to
campus in the fall of 1968,
there were nine students of
color on this campus, and
no faculty of color,” said Les
Green, an SCSU graduate and
current director of the Office
of Cultural Diversity,
While Green may have
been one of the first African Americans on campus,
he and his peers opened the
door for increased diversity
on campus.
Between 1999 and 2008,
total international student enrollment nearly doubled and
between the years of 2001

photo courtesy of SCSU archives

The photo is from a 1980s SCSU admissions brochure.
and 2008 the total number of
students of color more than
doubled, per the Office of
Enrollment Management.
Green said until 10 years
ago, the level of diversity was
still relatively low.
“The communities of color have begun to understand
the need for higher educa-

tion,” Green said.
SCSU, now renowned for
its culturally diverse student
body, still must maintain an
environment conducive to
education for its students of
color and international students.
Green said he thinks
SCSU’s racial demographics

should be similar to that of
Minnesota as a whole.
The U.S. Census Bureau
reported that in 2007, nearly
90 percent of the Minnesota
population was white.
At SCSU, the percentage
of white students is about 80
percent.
In the 2007 U.S. Cen-

sus Bureau report, blacks
made up 4.5 percent while at
SCSU, about 3.3 percent of
the students are black.
Nearly 7 percent of the
students at SCSU are international students.
“The success of recruitment and retention depends
on
how
collaboratively
and jointly the entire campus works together,” said
Mamoud Saffari, associate
vice president for enrollment
management.
The push for a transition
to a multicultural campus began in the mid-1990s. Fundraisers and student groups
from across the international
spectrum began to spring
up, along with more support
from SCSU administration
than ever before.
“It takes the whole campus continually working on
creating a more student centered campus where students
feel they’re not only being
supported but challenged to
reach maximum potential,”
Saffari said.
To fully understand the
culture of diversity at SCSU,
one must go to the students
themselves. The Office of Enrollment Management shows
SCSU boasts an enrollment

of 2,356 international and
students of color combined.
While many international
students call SCSU home,
some believe the administration could do more to help
them to connect with American culture.
“SCSU has helped us very
much with language skills
and things like that. I wish
there was more to help us interact with American peers.
It is hard to become part of
a culture when you surround
yourself with people similar
to you,” said second-year Peruvian native Daniella L.
While there have been
drastic improvements over
the past 10 years, SCSU can
work to further embrace diversity on campus.
“St. Cloud State needs
to re-look at its educational
process. It needs to re-look at
how its teaching teachers to
be responsive and sensitive to
other cultures,” Green said.
SCSU’s diversity campaign may not be perfect, but
it has deeply impacted the
face of the university.
“If someone looks back
and says ‘it was worth every
penny,’ it was a success,” Saffari added.

International students speak
about their SCSU experiences
Deanna DiMarco
Contributing Writer

There is no question that
enrollment for international
students is increasing each
year.
What is debatable is
whether the process these
students have to go through
in order to attend school in
America is worth it compared
to the experience they have at
SCSU.
Rupesh Modi, a native to
India, transferred from Nepal
four years ago to study biomedical science at SCSU. He
ran through the list of paperwork he had to prepare before
traveling overseas.
“We have to get a hectic
bunch of papers which include financial documents,
transcripts, criminal background, family background,
take the Test of English as a
Foreign Language, apply to
the university and get their
admission letter, and apply
for a visa interview,” Modi
said. “They can reject you
too without any questions being asked. It is their choice to
give or not give the visa.”
Even with the long process Modi chose to attend
SCSU because of the program offered by the Center
for International Studies.

In-state tuition is offered to
international students when
they complete 30 volunteers
hours, at least 10 being off
campus.
“The community of St.
Cloud has become more diverse too because international students are working there
more. I used to only see them
at food places, now I see them
in other places like elementary schools. Young kids see
more international faces that
way,” Modi said. “Just in the
four years I’ve been here I see
more international students.
SCSU hardly had people to
welcome international students. Now there’s a program
to welcome them organized
by international students.”
Zhuo Wang, a graduate
student studying English as
a Second Language (ESL),
came to SCSU eight months
ago from China.
She plans on teaching in
America. The biggest differences between China and
America to her are the food
and teaching methods.
“In China, in class the
teacher will talk more than
the students but here they
have more discussion in class
and they have teamwork. In
China we just work by ourselves,” Zhuo Wang said. “I
like it more here.”
Jingyan Wang, second

year student, is also from
China. She did not have as
much of a problem with the
process of getting admitted as
Modi did.
“It’s not so hard but you
just have to get all the documents down,” Jingyan Wang
said.
Jingyan Wang said her
overall experience has been
good but communication has
been the most difficult part of

coming to SCSU.
“The first year is kind of
hard for me,” Jingyan Wang
said. “The basic problem is
the language problem so it’s
hard for me to catch up on
what the professor says.”
Chen Wang, graduate student, came to SCSU in August 2008 from China.
“The bad part is that I’m
far from home, and I don’t really have close friends here.

Sometimes I become homesick, and it is not easy to get
everything done right,” Chen
Wang said. “The class and assignments here are kind of different from those in my country so it took quite a while to
gradually get used to it. Even
if I was an English major back
in college in China it is not
easy to really communicate
well with American students
and professors, which is often

kind of frustrating.”
Although Chen Wang has
had difficulties getting used to
American culture, he is happy
at SCSU.
“I treasure my experience
of studying in the U.S. My
English improved and I got to
know some American friends
and how they live their lives,”
Chen Wang said.
Mikiyas Belay, biotechnology and biochemistry
double major, came to SCSU
from Ethiopia in August
2008.
He said the increased diversity of campus has helped
make it easier to assimilate.
“Finding friends of the
same culture helps. They
know what you are going
through. Becoming a [Community Advisor] helped too.
It helped me get used to
Americans and their culture,”
Belay said.
Belay advised that spending time only with people of
a home country isn’t the best
idea. He had advice to pass
on not only to international
students, but all students and
members of the community.
“Take the risk to meet other people. You won’t develop
cultural diversity if you crowd
with your own culture,” Belay
said.

Professor discusses
diversity on campus
Jasen Webb
contributing writer

The campus of SCSU is
an ever changing place. Diversity continues to grow
and expand with new people
from new cultures and backgrounds.
Residents of campus
commonly see what students think and feel about
this changing face of SCSU,
sometimes good and sometimes bad.
SCSU President Earl
Potter has sent numerous emails about the subject of diversity and standing together
in the face of blatant harassment and racism against
multi-cultural students.
The faculty on campus

remains ever supportive of
Potter and his goal of cultural understanding among
the residents and students
of SCSU. The opinions of
some of these faculty members often go unnoticed and
unspoken.
The faculty of SCSU is
on the front lines in classrooms and around campus to
see how diversity is treated
by the students on campus.
“I have only been here
three years, but I have seen
a somewhat stronger commitment to advocating diversity and opposing racism on
campus,” said history professor Jason Eden.
He has not been at SCSU
for very long, but still has
seen a stronger commitment
to a growing acceptance and

support of the changing diversity on campus.
Some of the other professors on campus, when asked
this question, did not respond
with an answer, or respond at
all to e-mails.
Diversity is a sensitive
subject for many people
whether they are professors
or students or just bystanders. While some may avoid
the question of diversity on
campus, it is not something
that can be ignored.
When asked about how
professors can help international students overcome
some of the challenges on
campus, Eden responded,
“From a teaching standpoint,
instructors can devote extra
attention to international students when they are writing

papers.”
That is one of the challenges that international students face coming to campus,
some are working with writing and speaking English.
The Write Place in the
B51 Building is a great asset
to help all students with writing, but really helps those
who come from a non-English speaking background.
“Encouraging and requiring all students to speak vocally in class helps promote
listening and speaking skills
for everyone,” Eden said.
If all students could communicate with someone of a
different cultural background
it would go a long way to
helping promote unity within
the campus also.
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Archival photo from an SCSU admissions brochure.
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Group conducts watchdog experiment
Group report
Stephanie Salhi,
Kyra Loch, Kyle Nelson, Tim Stang and
Meghan Nickolauson

If the public is curious
about how much it costs a
university to plow all of the
snow around campus, it’s
public information.
Public spending is considered an open record in
Minnesota.
The
buildings
and
grounds staff at SCSU will
not only find the documents
people request, they will also
provide an explanation of the
documents.
If students want to find
out public data about one of
their professors, it might not
go as smoothly.
For a special project in a
public affairs reporting class,
a group of five students undertook an investigation. The
goal was to find out how easy
it would be to access some
public information at SCSU
and elsewhere in the city of
St. Cloud.
This is important for
students to understand and
to “keep government on its
toes,” said Dave Aeikens,

the national president of the
Society of Professional Journalists (SPJ) and reporter at
the St. Cloud Times.
The team created a
watchdog experiment.

cords or make copies unless
there is a federal law, a state
statute or a temporary classification of data that makes
the data not accessible to the
public.
All the data requested
was public information and
was sent by letter to the organizations listed above.
By law, the organizations
are supposed to process the
requests and produce the
desired information from
the records. This process is
considered to be important
because according to the
GDPA, the public should be
able to access information
that is legally available upon
their request.

What is a watchdog?

According to www.spj.
org, “A Project Watchdog
program is one that brings
the public and journalists
together to discuss issues relating to the role of the news
media in American society.
Our fundamental message to
the public is that a free and
unfettered press protects the
public’s interests but ensures
the free flow of information
that is essential to the democratic process. The First
Amendment exists for everyone.”
This project embodied
a watchdog effort to show
readers how “public” public
documents actually are.

What did the project
do?

The team formulated different requests to 10 different
organizations that chronicle
public documents.
Six of them are at SCSU
including the human resources department, the ath-

Image Courtesy of www.no-ur-rites.com

letic office, Public Safety,
the Alumni House, buildings
and grounds office, and food
services/administrative offices.
Four were elsewhere in
St. Cloud including Mayor
David Kleis’ office, ISD 742,
St. Cloud Police Department
and Stearns’ County Courthouse.
However, the information asked for was not the
primary focus. The focus of

the “experiment” was to see
how accessible these public
documents were.

Why does it matter?

GDPA stands for Government Data Practices Act. The
Minnesota GDPA requires
that the public has access
to public records of government bodies through a series
of laws.
The public should have
the option to inspect the re-

#

Organization

Question

Submitted

Received

1.

Human
Resources

Records on SCSU
professors

Feb. 17
Feb. 16

March 18
Feb. 18

2.

Results…

Efforts to obtain the information were different
with each organization tested. Some had complications;
others went quite swiftly.
In the end each organization responded with the desired public documents.
With complications and
everything factored in, the
team got the professional
opinion of Aeikens and Mike
Knaak to assess fair grades
to the organizations.
“In some cases sometimes two weeks is good,

Grade and Why
C: One instance they
were helpful another they
failed to respond until
contacted later.

Info holders
should be polite
Stephanie Sahli

Athletic
Number and amounts of men’s
Records/ Office
and women’s hockey scholarof Institutional Reships and graduation rates
for the school year of ’04-’05,
search

Feb. 12 Feb. 27

’05-’06, ’06-’07 ’07-‘08.

C: It was frustrating
working with them. We
had to answer questions
in order to get our request. They also weren’t
very timely.

3.

Public
Safety

Move in day records
from noon to noon

4.

Alumni
House

Foundation IRS 990
Record

April 9

5.

Mayor
David Kleis

2007 Vacation Allowed and
Taken 2007 reimbursement
Employee paid expenses

Feb. 27 March 13

B: All information was
received in two weeks
but with no supporting
information.

6.

Board Expenses
in 742

Expenses for the Board
Chairman for one year
Vacation Time

April 3

A: Timely response and
taken very seriously.

7.

Police
Reports

8.
9.
10.

sometimes two weeks is not
good enough,” Aeikens told
the team. “We want this experiment to be fair. I have
my own standards to what I
hold people to. In my mind
10 days is too long.”
Knaak, assistant managing editor at the St. Cloud
Times and SCSU professor,
gave his insights on the investigation.
“The food service request
shouldn’t have taken as long
as it is sitting in someone’s
file cabinet somewhere. The
athletic request however
required someone to do research, which takes time.
No one said ‘no’ to giving
up these requests, sometimes
it is just a communication
problem,” Knaak said.
The team respected the
advice Aeikens and Knaak
gave them. Then it assigned
grades to each organization
and factored in communication failures on its part as
well.
It’s important we do this
for government to know that
“we are going to keep up
with these places and make
them accountable,” Aeikens
said. Public documents are
meant to be public and accessible to anyone who asks
for them.

March 2 March 12
April 14

April 6

A: Easily contacted. It
took a while to get a
response. Were very
helpful.
B: It took us three times
to contact them but in the
end they gave us what
we asked for.

B: All information was
received, after some
phone tag, and misunderstanding. We got the
request within an hour.

Expenses for
police dogs

Feb. 27 March 13

Stearns’ County
Court House

Court Documents
on a specific case

Feb. 27 March 4

B: Process wasn’t as easy
as they said. They sent us
to three different places
to get the information.

Building &
Grounds

Snow Removal costs
for the last 4 years.

Feb. 26 March 3

A: Very helpful! Contacted by phone and e-mail
to confirm we got their
response.

Food Service/
Administrative
Offices

Contract with
Sodexo

April 3

April 17

C: Not a timely response.
and told us to just come
in to the office which
could have been done
within a day.

Opinion column

Treat people the way you want to be
treated – that has been a fundamental rule
throughout life.
Adults everywhere need to be taught a
few lessons. Some need to be flat out put in
their place.
I have never gotten away with asking for
anything as a child without a ‘please’ followed by a ‘thank you.’
These simple words have been forgotten
by a lot of people. It is the everyday politeness I took for granted, and lately, frankly
missed. What happened to Minnesota nice?
“Please” and “thank you” got you a heck
of a lot as a kid. What makes anyone think
this has changed?
This is not the end all. Just like all of our
organizations had different responses to our
requests, everyone will encounter different
experiences. Don’t expect human resources
to always be difficult. In the same respect,
people at buildings and grounds might not
always be so easy to work with.
Phone tag was also an issue. People aren’t
waiting for your call. You aren’t always waiting for them to return your call either. Give
them time to process your request.
A special thanks goes out from the team
to all of those people who helped this project
be a success. We could not have done any of
this without you: Kevin Hurd, Sandra Williams, Dave Aeikens, Mike Knaak and Samantha Bushey.
Minnesota Government Data Practices
Act Fast Facts:
*Public and private personnel data can
be release to anyone for any reason
and must be released within a reasonable time of any request.
*Government cannot charge a fee for
access to public data other than remote
access if the requester wants enhanced
access.
*The government can be sued to stop
distribution or to require distribution of
data.

Further analysis on how grades were assessed
Stephanie Sahli
contributing writer
Prime example of how
publicly accessible data
should be handled by an organization:
The request for buildings
and grounds concerned snow
removal costs for the current
school year and was sent on
Feb. 26.
This was an example of
how organizations should
handle the process of giving
the public data that is accessible to them upon request.
They replied by phone
and e-mail to confirm the request on March 3. The phone
call was very helpful because

they didn’t question whether
the information that was requested was attainable.
They knew it was and
they gave the information
for the people, maintenance,
which would be able to directly give the information
requested.
At the maintenance office
the information was presented without any questioning.
They were also willing
to give information about
snow removal costs in past
years. They wanted to make
sure that the data that was requested was not only given,
but also explained.
Based on the overall process, it is clear that the request made to building and

grounds was a good example
of what every organization
should be able to do, to give
the public information that
they request.
The Government Data
Practices Act was formed
to ensure that organizations
would make the process as
simple and understanding as
this one. Grade: A
An example of how requesting public information
can sometimes be faulted by
means of miscommunication:
The request for the Foundation IRS 990 record from
the Alumni House was made
in April 9. The process of
achieving the information
took longer then expected.

In order to receive the document, we had to go in a total
of three times.
It was promised that
someone would be in contact
with our team to let us know
when we would receive what
we asked for. We finally got
the record on April 14.
When we did get to go in,
they were extremely helpful.
They were more than happy
to give us the information
that was requested and let us
take a copy.
They told us to come back
any time if we needed anything else. While the process
of getting what we asked for
was long, in the end we were
satisfied. Grade: B
An example of how re-

questing public information
should not be handled by an
organization:
One of the team’s SCSU
human resources requests,
for all public data on an
SCSU employee, was sent
Feb. 16. They did not reply
until contacted later.
After finally connecting
to someone on March 18,
they responded to the request
by saying it was at the bottom of their “priority list”
and that most of the information we needed could be
found in the library.
They wanted to make
sure that if they were going
to put forth the effort to look
for all the public data, someone would be purchasing the

25 cent copies for everything
they found.
Human resources just
redirected the team to the
library, where little public
data was found.
Human resources did not
put any effort into replying
to this request.
Public
information
should be accessible no matter how much work it will be
to track down and without
question.
All efforts are different
and another human resources
request sent by the team was
taken care of.
After compromising human resources received a C.
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Paramount goes ‘High School’
Kayla Nesvold
contributing writer

Great River Educational
Arts Theater (GREAT) will
present audiences with its
final performance of four
for the school year, “High
School Musical 2.”
Performances began Friday, April 24 and continue
on weekends through Sunday, May 10 at the Paramount Theater in downtown
St. Cloud.
“High School Musical”
was a GREAT production in
early spring of 2008.
This year GREAT chose
to produce the sequel,
“HSM2.”
“HSM2” is a Disneybased movie about Troy,

Gabriella, Sharpay, Ryan
and the rest of the East High
Wildcat gage diving into the
summer before their senior
year.
With emotions running
high and their last high
school year ahead, will the
friends be able to stay “all in
it together?” Or will friendships be destroyed?
Dennis Whipple, artistic director of GREAT said
“HSM2” was chosen because it is a production that
you can do with teenagers.
“Teens are able to connect with the characters [of
HSM2] because they are real
characters; they are able to
see themselves and put them
in the characters’ situations,”
Whipple said.
Nick Clasemann, a ju-

nior at SCSU, plays the lead
role of Troy Bolton, the jock
admired by his peers for his
basketball and singing ability.
“I really wanted to get
back on the stage because it
had been over a year and I
love ‘High School Musical,’”
Clasemann said. “So I figured, why not. Plus, I knew
the choreography would be
fun, so that was an added bonus to trying out.”
“High School Musical 2”
and all of the other GREAT
productions take about 10
weeks from start to finish,
with eight of those weeks for
rehearsals.
“There is no pre-casting,”
Whipple said.
Most GREAT performances are open for any age

to audition; few productions
have specified age limits.
Not only does GREAT
offer musicals but also a few
plays and summer theater
programs for children around
the community.
This year productions
were only musicals. Musicals are an easier way to connect with the audiences, said
Whipple.
Whipple said he enjoys
working with all the different people. He said it’s a serious atmosphere but at the
same time everyone is able
to have fun.
Participating
with
GREAT is a wonderful experience, Clasemann said.
“I can interact with a
professional staff and meet
amazing individuals who are

my cast mates,” Clasemann
said.
Allie Mareck, who plays
“HSM2” character Sharpay
Evans, a rich, high-maintenance, spoiled brat, and
agrees with Clasemann.
“You get to meet people
from different schools, different towns, etc., the whole
experience makes you more
comfortable with who you
are, and finding out what you
want to be,” Mareck said.
“The performances are
always entertaining. From
the actors to the costuming,
to the set and lighting, every
show allows the audiences to
indulge in shows they may
know or shows they have
never experienced before,”
Clasemann said. “Overall
they are high quality.”

Mareck added, “People
see the actors having fun, and
get sucked into the show.”
Mareck auditioned for
“HSM2” because she thought
it would be fun to participate
after performing in the first.
“I am a ‘HSM’ junkie, secret’s out,” she said.
Clasemann said the
GREAT staff takes a lot of
time and care in creating
their shows and in every decision they make.
This season GREAT
produced four productions,
including “HSM2,” and are
looking at doubling that
number for next season.
This will be Clasemann’s
second and Mareck’s fourth
GREAT performance on the
Paramount stage.

Q & A with Paul ‘Stretch’ Diethlem

The St. Cloud guitarist sat down with staff writer Mike Doyle to discuss his career
Mike Doyle
Staff Writer
Paul Diethlem has been a fixture on the St.
Cloud music scene for over 20 years.
His band Slip Twister recently celebrated their 20th anniversary at The Red Carpet
Nightclub.
The Fabulous Armadillos, another successful St. Cloud band know for their themed
performances, which Diethlem is a member
of, recently sold out several shows at the Pioneer Place with their latest installment “Across
the Pond.”
He has toured nationally with Johnny Lang
and last year played on the Grammy-nominated album “Pinetop Perkins and Friends” with
blues veteran Pinetop Perkins that featured
Eric Clapton and B.B. King.
Recently “Stretch Rocker” as he is affectionately known, sat down and answered
questions about his career, music, and finishing school at SCSU.

How did you first become interested in music?

I’m the youngest of four, everybody in
my family was into music including my parents. They weren’t professionals but they certainly were musically talented and fostered
that around the house. I started listening to
records, that’s the first thing I can almost remember was listening to my older brothers
and sisters 45s.

How old were you when you
first started playing the guitar?

We always had one lying around the house
but I didn’t get serious about it till I was 16. I
started on drums, so I was a drummer first.

How did starting out on drums
influence your guitar playing?

I would think that having a basic sense of
time, meter and rhythm is always gonna help
you.

How long have you been a musician in the St. Cloud area?

I moved here to go to school in the fall
of ’83 freshman year. I got into a band right
away in town and have been based out of here
ever since.

Your band Slip Twister just
played your 20th Anniversary
show at the Red Carpet, what
do you think the key to your
success and longevity has
been?

Well we like each other, we’ve never had
any really horrible things that have happened
in our group like, “I can’t stand you anymore,
I’m done” kind of thing. We’ve always had a
good chemistry I think, and a good balance.
We’ve never really done a lot of road work,
maybe drive to Iowa and back. That might
have changed if we were in a van for six
weeks at a time.

Speaking of the road, you were
Johnny Lang’s’ guitarist. What
was that experience like as far
as traveling and touring on
that national stage?

It was fun, a great experience. When we
started with Johnny, his major label record
wasn’t out yet. It was in the can and had a
release date. I got into the band about three
or four months before that, so I knew it was
coming. So it was fun to start out in a van
driving around, then have it explode the way
it did and be a part of that. I felt pretty lucky.

Recently you played on Pinetop
Perkins Grammy nominated album, how did you get involved
with that project?

I got into that project via Johnny. A friend
of mine living in Chicago who knew just by
happenstance, ran into this guy at this party
who was producing this Pinetop record and
was just starting it. He was looking for Johnny to be a part of it, to be on the record, but
it didn’t quite work out for him to be on it.
I started up a relationship with the producer
as the go-between with him and Johnny’s
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Paul “Stretch” Diethlem has had an accomplished music career. He has played guitar for Johnny Lang and his band, Slip
Twister, recently celebrated their 20th anniversary at the Red Carpet night club.
management. So the next thing you know we
were in the area and he said, “Why don’t you
come in and play some rhythm guitar on some
tracks.” Then is just snowballed into why
don’t you play on the whole record.
One of the initial sessions was with Pinetop and a band. Then the next few times I
went in to do some overdubs and Pinetop was
hanging around a bit. But I actually got to go
to his house sit in on piano with him, play a
little (laugh) it was just crazy.

strong the keyboard player, he had a CD of
originals that he recorded and assembled a
band to do that one night at the Pioneer Place
three years ago and it went well, sold it out,
it was a fun show. Then Dan (Barth, owner
of Pioneer Place) said, “You should keep this
band together and do a house thing.”
We got this idea to put a series together
with themes. It started with one show and
I don’t think we sold out two shows till the
fourth time we did it. So it was a lot of work to
get it going but now it just kind of snowballed.
For around here its alright.

see it coming at all.

The next show is “A.M. Gold” so there
will be a fair amount of goofy songs for that
one. We plan on doing it next year and do four
installments next year.

Being on a Grammy-nominated
album, what does that mean to What’s up next for the Armayou?
Well its certainly unbelievable. I didn’t dillos?
Is that an affirmation for you
and your guitar playing?

I don’t know, it doesn’t hurt the confidence
or self-esteem (laugh). But I’ve been doing it
for a while so you’d think I’d be at a proficient
level by now.
It was a right place at the right time kind
of deal. There were a lot of guys who could
have done the same job. Luckily it was me.

What other guest musicians
played on that album?

Eric Clapton, Jimmy Vaughn and B.B.
King.

Did you get to work with any
of those guys?

Not directly. Eric sat over in London and
did his tracks over there.

How did the Fabulous Armadillos project come about?

The whole thing started with Greg Arm-

Oh I keep thinking I’m going to, put out a
little record by myself- It will happen.

Where do you draw inspiration
for your songwriting?

Geez I don’t know. Anything. Everything.
I’m not a hugely prolific lyricist or anything.
I’m pretty good with music and parts. But
that’s always been a hard thing for me. Following through with lyrics. That’s much more
like work than just sitting down with the guitar. That part (the guitar) just sort of falls out
of me. But words is probably what has held
me back as far as getting something out.
Anything else you think the Chronicle readers might be iterested in?
If anyone is feeling bad about how long
they have been over at St. Cloud State, you
could tell them it took me 19 years to get my
undergrad.

There is an element of comedy
in the shows (videos during the What did you get your underintermissions), is that because grad in?
Bachelor of Elective Studies. Actually at
you’re all friends and like to
one point I was a full on Education Major.
That was going to be my deal, Special Ed.
goof around a bit?
I would say it is a direct extension of
that and having the facility here to do that is
great. The guys have a video production company here in the basement, I don’t know if
you know that. There are video suites down
there. Then to have Dan (Barth) to follow you
around with a camera and direct little movies makes it more of a full on entertainment
package.

You play solo also, what is that
That’s a big change how techlike and what are the differnology can influence music.
ences of not having a full band?
How has that had an impact on
There is certainly nobody to fall back on
if you show up and are in a half way crummy
you?
Well this guy who produced the Pinetop
record, since then has moved to Dubai with
his wife’s business and has me playing on a
project with a guy who lives in London. So he
is in Dubai now and I am working in my home
studio on guitar tracks and sending files over
the Internet. It’s longer, it’s not as direct as a
guy sitting there and saying do this or don’t
do that. I’ve got to play a whole track, work
on, it then send it to him, and have him say,
“Naw I don’t like that.” But it’s pretty cool to
be able to do that.

currently?

mood. So there is that little added thing but
it usually goes away with the first couple of
tunes when you get into it. But it’s different because its all just you. What can you do
alone to entertain folks? I really only started
doing that two years ago. I had never played a
solo acoustic gig like that in my life.But there
is so much extra little work like that around I
felt I had to step up.

Do you write original tunes and
produce them in your studio?
Yes. Not as much as I would like to, but I
certainly have and do and will continue.

Are you working on anything

Then I got to the point where I was gonna
have to student teach for a year and I started
to focus on my music career and it took off
from there.

So how did you get back into
finishing school?

It ended up that my next-door neighbor
was a professor and got to know him. He was
poking at me and said, “I’m gonna look up
your records and see what it will take.” He
told me it would only take me 21 credits to
graduate and set me up with the Bachelor of
Elective Studies. The next thing you know I
was doing all that on the road, taking independent studies.

I almost forgot to ask, how did
you get the nickname “Stretch
Rocker?”

Freshman year, 9th floor, Holes Hall.
What would become my best college buddy,
that first week we met, went out did the college thing and came back and he couldn’t
even remember my name. By his phone he
had this pad with numbers and he just wrote
“Rocker” because he knew I played guitar and
then wrote “Stretch” cause I was tall and it
was like there you go “Stretch Rocker.” Not
too original as far as nicknames go.
But it stuck.
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The

BarExam

By Joey LeMay Managing Editor

On a span of Fifth Ave. S., hooking left down W. St. Germain St. lies the holy grail of college entertainment. From the downtown catalyst that is the Red Carpet to the humble outskirting White Horse, downtown St. Cloud offers plenty of hits, and
misses, for downtown nightlife.

Best downtown bars
Red Carpet Martini Lounge

Worst downtown bars
Rum
Runners
Assuming you can get past the motorcade of police squad cars that treat the entrance

It’s a shame the martini lounge at the Red Carpet has to share a building with the rest
of what “the Carpet” has to offer. A truly different feel from anything else in St. Cloud,
if the Martini Lounge were a freestanding, independent business, it would be a bigger
success than it is now. Tuesday nights offer unbeatable prices and the food offered during
happy hour is far better than pizza or a taco bar. The Martini Lounge is a great escape
from traditional college nightlife. I use it as a way to drink fruity beverages without getting any slack from my friends.

of Rum Runners like a natural habitat, you’ll probably encounter a drunk patron lying on
the concrete knocked out cold. In order to get into the bar, you’ll have to step over the
paramedics helping the fallen victim. If that isn’t taxing enough, you’ll have to dodge
swings and sarcasm from the self-proclaimed alpha males who exhibit Rum Runners like
a cave they beat and drag women to.
If you get in to the bar, you’ll realize the place is as diverse as a non-secular church.

MC’s Dugout

McRudy’s Pub

No, I don’t go there for their specialty series “Buffalo” drinks. I think they’re disgusting
and possess enough alcohol to keep five of the seven layers of hell burning for eternity.
It is a great bar, however. MC’s does not try to work a gimmick or cater to a specific demographic. The ‘Dugout” is an honest bar, plain and simple. Not once in my time at MC’s
have I seen a fight break out or any patrons get in one another’s face.
Some people I know call it “boring,” but it is a great place to play some music, catch up
on some sports with their endless number of TVs, or indulge in their super-affordable taco
bar or chicken nugget buffet.

McRudy’s

The paradox surrounding McRudy’s stems from the rumor that no one over the age
of 21 goes there. Dubbed “McMinor’s” by many of the downtown faithful, it would not
surprise me if the pub becomes a bigger hit among high school students than adding
aftermarket high-performance parts to rusted out Hondas.
The ambiance of the “Irish pub” is unique. It does seem, however, that the brain trust
of the pub mistook Ireland for a third-world country. Seriously, this bar is a dirt hole. It
looks like an A-bomb went off and all of the shrapnel settled in place.

Red Carpet Nightclub

White Horse
Popularity is not an issue for this modest bar that opened up a little over a year ago.
Away from the traditional “bar scene” of Fifth Ave. S., the White Horse is equally celebrated for its atmosphere as it is its food.
The current frequency of live music is a deviation from what the saloon was like
when it opened: a place to go and chat with friends with light jazz music playing in the
background. Regardless, “the Horse” is ideal solitude with a cocktail.

If the awful, one-of-a-kind stench of vomit and stale beer does not kill you when you
walk into the Red Carpet Nightclub, a venereal disease from one of the bathrooms certainly will. Ideal for trying to pick up a booty call with low self-esteem or being ignored
by a bartender who you could only describe as “a prick,” the only redeeming quality of
“the Carpet’s” Nightclub is that the sheer size of it is large enough to contain its patrons’
egos. The worst part, however, is the cover you have to pay to get it. I’m not sure who is
more at fault: The patrons for paying the cover or the nightclub for charging the cover.

the TAV

Book-em’s Bar

I never understood how one bar could have more people smoking outside it than
customers drinking inside. This is the case with the TAV, which shares ground with the
Rox.
The TAV offers some sort of drink special every night of the week. It is in similar vein
to the White Horse in that it can offer a quiet, mellow atmosphere, but quickly turn into a
music-driven, up-tempo good time. Waitresses are energetic and quick to serve. The bar’s
only downfall is that the physical serving bar itself is so small.

I’m not aware of where the name “Book-em’s” originated, but I can only speculate
that it has something to do with its customers looking eerily similar to the stereotype of a
convicted felon. Come to think of it, the look of Book-em’s probably caters to convicted
felons.
The windows are covered in posters and tinted film; probably to give its customers the
feel of being in a maximum security prison. Don’t look to have fun at this bar. Book-em’s
is the equivalent of life in prison with no conjugal visit.

The great
metal
debate
Point/Counterpoint
Who was the better singer for
Black Sabbath: Ozzy or Dio?

Joseph Froemming
Intermission Editor

There is only one lineup
of Black Sabbath, and it does
not have some guy who could
g e t
work
as
a
Christm a s
elf in
malls
across the country fronting
them. No, it had one of the
craziest guys ever singing
about Satan and governments
using soldiers as pawns in
their wars, and that man is
Ozzy Osbourne.
With all due respect to
Ronnie James Dio, he could
never live up to Ozzy’s presence and vocal talent. Dio’s
voice worked for Dio, not
Black Sabbath.
What memorable songs
are there from the Dio years?
None. The Ozzy years gave
metal heads “Paranoid,”
“Iron Man,” “War Pigs” and
perhaps the eeriest track re-

Ozzy

corded, “Black Sabbath.”
If you can name one, Joe
Brown, I’d give you a dollar.
But that is a trick, because
there was not a single Dioera Sabbath song that was
memorable.
Sure, there were some
awful Ozzy-era albums, but
there was only one halfway decent Dio-era album,
“Heaven and Hell.” And that
album sounded just like a
throwaway Dio solo album.
Dio did not save Black
Sabbath; he only prolonged
the inevitable. Black Sabbath
died when they fired Ozzy
and were reborn in 1998
when they reunited.
The Dio-era Sabbath released a live album, which
Dio attempted to sing some
of the classics. He butchered
them like a member of the
Manson family in an actresses’ home.
Ozzy went on to make
some of the most classic
metal albums ever. “Blizzard
of Oz,” “No More Tears,”
“Bark at the Moon” and “Diary of a Madman.;” all of
which were superior to any
Dio-era Sabbath albums and
even just Dio solo albums.
The Dio years gave us
songs about elves and mystic
crap that should have stayed
in those terrible Hobbit
books. Black Sabbath was a
dark band, not some “Dungeons and Dragons” tribute
group.
Songs about wizards and
such should have been left to
Rush; and they should never
have been popular either.
Sure, Ozzy did that terrible reality show. He shakes
and mumbles but that is due

Joe Brown
Sports Editor
to M.S. Dio has no excuse
as to his disturbing look and
vibe. He was born awkward
and will always be awkward.
What Black Sabbath did
when they hired Dio would
be the equivalent of Pantera having Fred Durst front
them before Dimebag died. It
would have been wrong.
Bands with a classic
lineup should never replace
their powerful lead singer.
Look at the failures of the
Doors, Queen and even Alice
in Chains, whom are even
recording a new album with
their new singer. It is wrong.
Tony Iommi revolutionized and pioneered the metal
guitar riff, with Ozzy. His
guitar work with Dio was
a generic rip off of Richie
Blackmore, whom Dio performed with prior with the
band Rainbow.
Dio fans will always
defend his Black Sabbath
years and will shout like
Bill O’Reilly interviewing
Michael Moore; they know
Ozzy was better but act like
an alcoholic in denial.
When Ozzy reunited with
the band, they sold out stadiums like the Target Center.
When Dio joined Iommi with
the band Heaven and Hell
(they didn’t use Black Sabbath, Iommi refused to use
it) they couldn’t sell out the
Myth in Minneapolis.
Joe Brown, your opinion is wrong. I know we are
taught to believe that opinions are never wrong, but
you somehow made it so.
There is no debate on this issue; Ozzy is the only singer
for Black Sabbath. Dio was
just a creepy Karaoke singer.

The only thing Ozzy
Osbourne has an edge over
Ronnie James Dio is the ability to snort
ants with
Motley
Crue and
pissing on
the Alamo.
And Ozzy
can have those – Motley
Crue sucks anyway.
Technically, Dio was a
much better vocalist with
much more range. A major
surprise considering that the
guy is as short and awkward
looking as a horse jockey at
the Kentucky Derby. Ozzy’s
singing, however, is recognizable but hardly notable.
Ozzy did sell more records with Sabbath, but he
was more a benefactor of
success than a driving force.
Guitarist Tony Iommi runs
that band musically and lyrically.

Dio

Sabbath was in their heyday with Ozzy, releasing
metal staples like the selftitled album, “Paranoid” and
“Master of Reality.” Anyone
could have capitalized on the
brand of music that Sabbath
was producing at the time.
Then, the band got all
coked out. Their last two
Ozzy albums, “Technical Ecstasy” and “Never Say Die!,”
were a far cry from their
classics and were more an
exercise in how far Osbourne
and Co. fell into drugs.
Things got so depressing
that during the Never Say Die
tour with Kiss, Ozzy and the
rest of Sabbath was frightened by the painted faces of
their opening act. When you
are a band that was formed
to frighten hippies and you
are scared by a guy dressed
like a house cat, you clearly
lost your luster.
Exit Ozzy and his love
for plants and powders, and
enter in Dio. Before entering Sabbath, Dio was in one
of the most underappreciated hard rock groups of the
1970s – Richie Blackmore’s
Rainbow.
Even with Black Sabbath
in their bloated rock Ravi
Shankar phase, Dio was able
to conjure up two metal classics- “Heaven and Hell” and
“Mob Rules.”
In stage mannerisms,
Dio reigns supreme over the
“prince of darkness.”
At this point in life, Ozzy
needs help from the mic stand
to stay upright, hunched over
bobbing his head. Dio actually has mobility and doesn’t

appear to be into his sixth
shot of Smirnoff like his predecessor.
Let’s not forget that
Dio popularized the “devil
horns,” arguably the most
recognizable trait of the
metal fan. Gene Simmons
claims he invented it. Then
again, Simmons would claim
to invent air, gasoline and the
Shamrock Shake.
Ozzy’s famous hand gesture- the peace sign. Advantage: Dio.
Today, Iommi and Geezer Butler, two of Sabbath’s
original members are touring with Dio as Heaven and
Hell, and not touring with
Osbourne. Ozzy is no longer
the metal messiah he was in
the early ‘70s and ‘80s. Instead, he’s a depressing parody who is wheeled around
by his family’s lust for fame.
Dio actually has his act
together at this juncture in
life. He’s been in two of the
best rock bands of the ‘70s
(Sabbath and Rainbow) and
has been successful in his
solo career, highlighted by
the monumental “Holy Diver.”
Ozzy
Osbourne
is
more popular, but popularity means nothing. After all,
Nickelback is popular and
they’re the equivalent of a
tornado- they both suck and
blow.
Dio is what Black Sabbath needed to fix that flailing band. He is like your
mustache, Joe Froemminghe resembles a pederast, but
is absolutely amazing.
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‘09 10KLF to bring diverse genres
Staff Report

On July 22-25, a massive
festival will take place in Detroit Lakes, Minn. on the Soo
Pass Ranch for the 10,000
Lakes Festival (10KLF) that
will feature headlining acts
Dave Matthews Band, Wilco and two nights of Widespread Panic.
The festival will feature
other acts such as Mason
Jennings, Umphrey’s McGee, Atmosphere and Cloud
Cult to name a few of the 60plus acts set to perform.
The 500-acre ranch will
host at least four stages,

concessions, multiple campgrounds, over 100 hot water
showers and tents that allow
people to sell homemade
goods and crafts.
This will be the seventh
year of the festival and the
event will last four days.
Soo Pass Ranch is a vast
area surrounded by lakes and
forests. With numerous areas
for running water and hot
shower facilities, camping
should be more enjoyable.
This will also be the only
festival of the summer that
the Dave Matthews Band
will be performing at.
The music offers a wide

variety of genres including
bluegrass, rock, folk, jam
bands and hip hop.
Detroit Lakes is located
three hours north west of
Minneapolis.
General admission is
priced at $169 for four nights
of music and camping.
VIP tickets cost $395 and
include catered hot meals,
drink tickets, two exclusive
VIP main stage box seating
and preferred camping locations behind the main stage.
For more information,
check out www.10klf.com.

Bands performing at this year’s 10KLF:
Dave Matthews Band
Widespread Panic (2
nights)
Wilco
Umphrey’s McGee
Atmosphere
Ozomatli
Mason Jennings
Sharon Jones & The
Dap Kings
Gomez

Railroad Earth
Tea Leaf Green (2
nights)
Steve Kimock Crazy
Engine
Cloud Cult
Kathleen Edwards
William Elliott
Whitmore
Akron/Family
Todd Snider

Parlor Mob
Pete Francis (of
Dispatch) featuring
Barefoot Truth
Junior Brown
WookieFoot
Trampled By Turtles
Everyone Orchestra
and more....

Five books for summer enjoyment
Emily Peterson
Book Column

With the summer drawing near, it is time to return
to the hobby of reading as a
leisure activity instead of as
a class assignment.
Here is a list of five books
that posess unique traits that
will make them a pleasure to
read and renew the love and
passion for the written word
that can often be lost in the
sea of text books.

1.“Ishmael” by Daniel
Quinn

Daniel Quinn’s “Ishmael” is a book that may seem
cartoonish at a first glance.
The story begins with an
ad in a newspaper that seeks
a pupil who truly wants to
learn how to save the world.
When an unnamed person responds to the ad, all
he finds is a caged gorilla
named Ishmael.
As the story progresses,
the student comes to accept
Ishmael as his teacher and
begins to communicate with
him telepathically.
The book explores ideas
of evolution, philosophy,

mythology, cultures and ancient societies as ways to
learn from the world’s past
to provide solutions to modern problems in many societies around the world.
Though the conclusions
made in this book are certainly up for debate, they do
offer insight and ideas not
often heard of, especially
from a gorilla.
Full of these new ideas,
“Ishmael” gives readers a
chance to critically think
about the problems that currently exist in a truly engaging yet fictional story.

2.“Fight Club” by
Chuck Palahniuk

Before Edward Norton
and Brad Pitt worked together as one on screen, there was
the classic novel by Chuck
Palahniuk.
This book is much more
dark than the film spawned
from it and lacks the same
level of comedic relief found
in the movie.
Banned in the Republic
of China in 1999, this novel
follows another unnamed
main character as he tries
to cope with American Pop

Culture.
Ultimately, he finds himself as the founder of an underground fighting club.
Despite the first rule of
“Fight Club,” members begin to spread the word about
this underground club and its
ability to cure aggression and
give a sense of purpose.
As the group grows in
numbers, its power spreads
to several chapters in major cities all over the United
States.
As the group continues
to grow, the main character
begins to lose control over
its members and, ultimately,
himself.
The original novel presents a different view to the
same story that is different
from the popular screen version.
Underlying themes of
power, corruption and identity make this a thought-provoking read and, at a little
over 200 pages, something
that can be read within a day
or two at the park.

3.“Generation T: 108
Ways to Transform a TShirt” by Megan Nicolay

This simple and easy
DIY book gives 108 examples of how to alter those
dozens of old and forgotten
T-shirts into anything from
back patches to wedding
dresses.
With a few pieces of
chalk, some safety pins, scissors and a sewing needle,
these ideas are easy projects
to tackle for a variety of experience levels.
Available at most craft
and hobby stores, this book
encourages for those lesscrafty folks to give it a go
on their old T-shirts that may
not be missed anyway.
These eco-friendly ideas
utilize recycling and reusing to create unique clothing
while cutting down on closet
clutter at the same time.

4.“Chinese Takeout” by
Arthur Nersesian

What more speaks to the
stereotype of college than
sex, drugs and art?
“Chinese Takeout” is full
of all three. The story takes
place in the highly competitive and political world of
the New York art scene.
Broke and determined,

the main character Orloff
sells used and rare books on
the sidewalks to earn extra
cash until he is able to become an acknowledged artist.
One day he is commissioned to try his hand at
sculpture when he is asked
to make a headstone in the
shape of a chinese takeout
box for a dead restaurant
owner.
Within the three weeks it
takes off to create the headstone his life becomes a very
colorful collection of Communist friends, drug abuse,
and attempts to sell his art.
Arthur Nersesian uses his
knowledge and experience of
living in New York to paint a
picture of the gritty city full
of the interesting daily journeys of a struggling artist.

5.“Steal This Book” by
Abbie Hoffman

Easily the most memorable member of The Chicago Seven, a group of activists who were put on trial
for conspiracy after the 1968
Chigago riots during the
DNC, author Abbie Hoffman went on to become an

influential social activist in
the 1960s and 1970s.
Given its title, “Steal
This Book” was originally
rejected from several publishers, is still forbidden in
some book retail stores and
is an unlikely find at the local library.
Starting with the front
cover, “Steal This Book”
gives readers tips on how
to live on very little, if any,
money.
Because of this, “Steal
This Book,” minus its barcode sticker, has become a
popular addition on the book
shelves of many college students.
“Steal This Book” is often recognized as Hoffman’s
tip book for the next generation of political activists and
rebels.
It gives tips on how to
furnish a room for little
money, how to make Molotov cocktails and how to get
a free buffalo from the government.
Published in 1971, some
of the laws and methods in
this book are outdated but
the overall message of fighting for freedom is as important today as it was in 1971.

Essential albums for finals crunch time

madmen will forever be loved
and followed.
With so many Grateful
Dead shirts in circulation, it
makes one wonder if people
just love their psychedelic designs or if they truly do love
the tunes.
With or without an answer
to this, it doesn’t matter why
exactly people love them.
Its just the pure stimulate
and euphoria that one receives
when in the presence of there
theory and ideology.

Ryan Brink
Music Column

Yes indeed, it’s that time
once again for the tests to be
taken.
The grueling end of semester finals that come along
twice a year, for students to be
afraid, doubt themselves and
feel incompetent in the class
subjects.
But seriously, it really
isn’t that bad. Yeah we bore
over notes that don’t make
any sense and read chapters
on dull topics, but in the end,
once the test is over, it’s over.
So bone appetite. Here
are some helpful albums that
will soothe the brain, get the
neurons firing and hopefully
instigate one to fully engage
in what they are studying.
This makes for a swift and
breezy exam week, but please
note, just because you listen
to these albums doesn’t mean
you’ll ace every exam, they’ll
just put you in the right direction.

The Postal Service
“Give Up”

Sufjan Stevens “Illinoise”

This God loving multiinstrumentalist made one of
the highest acclaimed indie
albums of its year and you
don’t have to be in Illinois to
respect it.
Stevens, coming from a
background of super Christians, decided to take the music route in college and produced his first album while
attending school.
His highest intentions
were to leave the religious
connotation behind in his music, so he dedicated one album
to his love for the higher powered called “Seven Swans.”
After he got that out of the
way, he proceeded to release
records for each state (he has
gotten two done).
“Come on Feel the Illinoise” is an outstanding album, with lots of beautiful
piano, tons of horns, bells,
flutes and strings and leaves
one in an extremely peaceful
meditative state.
With his soothing and quiet voice, his lyrics are simple
yet truthful and they are fitting
for any situation or mood.
Need to get in the mindset

photos courtesy of amazon.com

These are good albums to study with during finals week.
to relax and study? Nothing guage lyrics help add to the beginning stages of this band,
says motivation like a little mysterious tone in their mu- when they were very orchestrated and extremely laid
Sufjan in your step.
sic.
With an extremely laid back.
This album could help put
back overtone, this music
Sigur Ros “Agaetis
could take the worst day an insomniac out like a light
Byrjun”
imaginable and turn it into a and could help put a party nut
A band born, raised and nostalgic and relaxing atmo- face first into an advanced
still in Iceland, has been slow- sphere, where nothing will chemistry book.
ly growing in popularity with bring you down.
each album it releases.
They stimulate the auditoWith “Takk” being their ry sense unlike any other band Grateful Dead “Amerimost acclaimed release to with slow drums, long hollow can Beauty”
date, this band is the greatest strums of guitars with violin
Some serious study times
thing to come out of Iceland, bows, deep bells and a high also call for some serious
besides Bjork.
pitched voice singing over the Grateful Dead times.
It is also the best band in slow motion instruments.
Need a quick pick me
the world, according to IceRecently, Sigur Ros has up? Need hope and optimism
land.
cranked up the speed on most about the outcome of the
But besides all the high of their songs, adding more exam?
standards they hold on them- sound and very epic choruses,
“American Beauty” is a
selves, Sigur Ros makes with some intensely beautiful very comforting album and the
extremely passive organic climaxes.
grooves will keep you feeling
sounds, creating a bizarre
“Agaetis Byrjun” gives good well into next week.
euphoria and the foreign lan- us the feel of their roots, the
A quick pick me up

doesn’t exist without Grateful
Dead. One of the bands best
known and highly acclaimed
albums, “American Beauty”
will forever be heard.
Its guitar picking, upbeat
drums and funky bass is an
anthem of its time. And of
course a little Garcia will
make anyone feel grateful.
A band that came out
of San Francisco in the mid
1960s, they single handedly
made a following almost larger than Jesus did.
With deadheads as their
right hand man, the tours never ended and the jams never
stopped. Even to this day The
Dead is back in action with a
tour going on right now.
Dabbling in a massive
cluster of genres includeing
bluegrass, jam, psychedelic,
jazz, blues and country, these

Maybe we all heard this
album one too many times.
And maybe “Such Great
Heights” was on one too many
commercials.
And yes, the Iron & Wine
cover of that song made us
hear it more than needed. But
really, we all heard because it
was excellent.
They release one album
and a ton of singles with no
intentions on ever making another one together and they
leave the listeners high and
dry.
Stuck with just one release
that’s really great, forcing us
to listen and listen too many
times, due to the fact that it’s
the only thing we have from
them. Digital artist Jimmy
Tamborello of Dntel meets
Ben Gibbard of Death Cab
for Cutie makes for an odd
couple.
As separate musicians,
they make very different
sounds in very different categories. But for some unknown
reason, the two were brought
together to create an original
sound that only two conjoined
misfits could make.
“Give Up” was full of relaxing digital sounds; giving
people a break from the typical heavy club beats we are all
use to hearing, and soothing
lyrics from Gibbard.
Not necessarily the happiest of lyrics, at times actually extremely depressing, but
what do you expect with the
songwriter of Death Cab?
The laid back vibes will
make the sad loving lyrics be
obsolete, just listen to the ease
of it all and a little bit of Jenny
Lewis voice and you’re set.
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Hairball rocks with ‘80s flavor
Sarah Harlson
Staff Writer

Twenty concerts rolled into
one non-stop, no filler performance. This is exactly what is
in store at every Hairball show.
Hairball, the “brainchild”
of founder Mike Findling, aka
Chainsaw Caine, brought together members Colt Python,
Lyxx Wicked, Sleazy Lenny
Lewis and Eddie Speegle.
From their first performance
in March 2001, the band has
evolved from “somewhat of a
novelty band into a serious tribute band,” Python said.
Python, now the sole remaining original member,
combines with co-lead singers
“Rockstar” Bob Jensen and Kris
Vox, bassist Shawn “Sports”
Pop and their charismatic guitar
player simply known as Happy,
to create the powerhouse band.
Python explained that the
name of the band was Findling’s
idea.
“I believe he wanted it to
convey that we play hair rock
but also give it a humorous
slant,” Python said.
“It suggests that there will
be hair, music will be played
by people with balls, and none
of it will be taken too seriously,” added Pop. “Don’t get me
wrong, we seriously kick a--,
we just make sure it’s fun for
everyone.”
Hairball plays “refurbished
‘80s relics,” Jensen said. “With
new and improved flavor.”
“Our shows rival the best
old school arena rock shows,”
Pop said. “We’ve got two veteran vocalists [Jensen and Vox].

sarah harlson/ staff photographer

Bob Jensen as Axl Rose and Kris Vox as performing Guns N’ Roses songs with their band Hairball.
They alternate their stage time
bringing new characters to the
stage every five to 10 minutes
with full costume changes.
While Bob has fans questioning whether or not he really is
Paul Stanley from KISS, Kris is
backstage preparing for his insanely accurate Twisted Sister
spot.
“This relentless, rapid-fire
style is constant, enabling us to

represent more than 20 of the
‘80s’ biggest and most colorful
rock ‘n’ roll superheroes,” Pop
said.
The “rock ‘n’ roll superheroes” Pop is referring to is the
wide range of musicians band
bands, from Ozzy Osbourne to
Journey, Bon Jovi to Alice Cooper and Motley Crue to Loverboy, that Hairball covers.
However, not all of the big-

gest songs of the ‘80s had familiar faces associated with them.
“We decided there were certain acts that weren’t recognizable visually even though they
recorded immensely popular
songs,” Python said.
With this idea, “That ‘80s
Guy” was born.
Jensen serves as the character who “gives those faceless
artists a facelift so we can bring

those hits to our audience,” Pop
said. “‘80s guy is super sexy, totally oblivious, extremely drunk,
and Ozze’s personality.”
While the band once played
on stages with Bret Michaels,
Ted Nugent and L.A. Guns, it is
now a coveted spot to open for
Hairball.
Such bands as Scarlet Haze,
Strange Daze, and –Itis have all
achieved that success.

As the elaborate stage show
expands, so does the Hairball
crew. Characters simply known
as Timmy and Petey (or Sir
Pete-A-Lot) prove themselves
to be “utterly indispensable in
every way,” Python said.
“Between the merchandise
tower, foggers, curtain droppers, confetti cannons, T-Shirt
launchers, colossal back line
of amps, enormous drum set,
unloading of the truck, set-up,
show, tear down, and unloading of the truck, these guys
work their asses off,” Pop said.
“Lucky for us, they are a couple
of the coolest and most colorful
characters we know.”
“When you see Hairball you
will be continually entranced,
if not enthralled, regardless of
whether you’re a big fan of ‘80s
rock,” Python said of Hairball’s
entertainment abilities.
“Our two lead singers alternately give dead-on impressions
of the biggest names of the ‘80s
from Dee Snider, to Bon Jovi, to
AC/DC,” Python said.
“In Hairball-land there is
rarely a dull moment,” Pop
added.
“Words really don’t accurately describe us,” Pop concluded. “We hope to see ya’ll
out real soon.”
Hairball will make their triumphant return April 30 to The
Red Carpet.
Hairball can most easily be
reached at their MySpace page
(www.myspace.com/hairballrocks) for information, concert
dates, photos, and videos.
However the band has recently joined Facebook and can
be found there as well.

Oberst’s southern style mix bag
Andy Downs
Album Review
The heart-wrenching emo
that once was Bright Eyes
seems to be another thing of the
past for songwriting phenom
Conor Oberst.
It’s as if the troubled teenager found more than seclusion and sadness hiding in the
attic and has finally come back
downstairs toting an old box of
country-folk records.
Last year’s solo effort from
Oberst (under his own name and
a different band) was a twangy
step further down the dusty trail
that has become his new sound.
And now he’s back, with the
new band, attempting to do it all
over again.
Conor Oberst and The Mystic Valley Band’s “Outer South”
attempts to capture the look
and feel of their recording surroundings (Sonic Ranch Studios
in Tornillo, Texas) with all the
smoky BBQ porch-rock they
can muster.
The only problem is, the album is as hazy as a dust storm.
“Outer South” steps in, dosi-dos, then trips on its own
spurs and burns down the barn.
All the elements are there:
steel guitars, finger-plucking,
country leads and a whole lot
of twang. But in all of its indiecountry glory, it feels like a little
something is missing.
The problem may lie in the

choice Oberst made to have other members of The Mystic Valley Band write and sing on the
album (seven of the 16 tracks
are non-Oberst).
Maybe it’s just that when
you listen to something by
Conor Oberst, you expect to
hear Conor Oberst.
But not all the other-member tracks are bad.
Multi-instrumentalist and
solo artist Nik Freitas’ two
tracks “Big Black Nothing” and
“Bloodline” are solid while Rilo
Kiley and Bright Eyes drummer Jason Boesel’s “Eagle on
a Pole” sounds like something
Elvis Costello would have done
— the latter being a reimagined
song of the same name from
Oberst’s last solo release.
Then there’s guitarist Taylor Hollingsworth’s poppy,
keyboard-laden dud, “Air Mattress.” For what it’s worth, the
song would be completely acceptable on a record that fits the
song’s synthy smiles, but here it
sticks out like a hipster at a hoedown.
Luckily for Oberst though,
his songwriting picks up the
slack in the lasso.
It shouldn’t come as a surprise either, the guy has been
compared to Bob Dylan.
There’s a gentle undertone
of religious questioning on the
album too, as there was on last
year’s self-titled release.
Songs like “To All the

photo courtesy of amazon.com

Conor Oberst’s new album, “Outer South.”

Lights in the Window” where
Oberst jangles, “Jesus off in the
water, standing on his feet/Yeah
that’s the thing about charisma,
it makes everyone believe/But
there’s nothing impossible when
I’m with you and you’re with
me/I got a sad, sinking feeling
that that can never be.”
And with songs like the single “Nikorette,” which the band
premiered live on Late Night
with Conan O’Brien last November, and the ever-so-catchy
“Cabbage Town,” the Americana/Nashville vibe almost
makes it so you don’t even miss
Bright Eyes.
“Roosevelt Room” comes
as a pleasant surprise late in the
album. Hard-edged, aggressive
guitars rip through all five minutes of this angry anthem that
tells you how Oberst really feels
about America today.
Oberst sounds like the modern-day ghost of Tom Joad, belting out the lines: “There’s no
blankets for the winter, there’s
no oil in the lamp/And I’d like
to write my congressman but
I can’t afford the stamp” and
“You who quip the legends/You
who poison all of my dreams/
you who pinned all the medals on the boys from Omaha
beach/I hope you haven’t got
too lazy, I hope you like your
apple pie/’Cause the workin’
poor you’ve been pissin’ on
have been doing double shifts
tonight.”
By no means is “Outer
South” a bad record—it’s just a
cowboy hat short of being as tall
as last year’s album.
The ups and downs leave
it tough to listen to all the way
through; its entirety isn’t made
for one setting.
The roughneck guitar and
country-rock edge found in
songs like “Slowly (Oh So
Slowly)” are perfect for the indie-rocker’s backyard summer
boogey, while the folky sadness
in tracks like “White Shoes” is
so reminiscent of Cassadaga-era
Bright Eyes I won’t be surprised
if kids won’t be hitting the bottle
and heading to the attic to write
in their journals again.
Some songs are perfect for
those cool, lonely nights while
others will go great with friends,
sunlight and the smell of burgers on a grill.
All in all, “Outer South”
should make a decent summer
listen.

Hadler’s new book not for kids
Morgan Ross
Book Review
If you are looking for a book
to chase that shot of vodka with,
this is the one.
Filled with hilarious excerpts from her past, Chelsea
Handler’s “Are You There,
Vodka? It’s Me, Chelsea,” has
readers laughing out loud.
This book is a hodgepodge
collection of Handler’s quirky
family, failed relationships and
her multifaceted career paths.
Crude humor, vulgarity and alcohol are Handler’s forte.
Proven by her previous
bestseller “My Horizontal Life:
A Collection of One-Night
Stands,” Handler’s books are
not for younger audiences.
In fact, Handler’s straightforward tactics could even make

a grown man blush.
“After sleeping around
for the better part of my 20s,
it somehow occurred to me
that I wasn’t giving everyone
a fair shot. There were men
I’d encounter who I wouldn’t
think twice about having sex
with based on their appearance
alone. I knew that if I ever had
a chance at becoming a respectable ambassador for countries
such as Uganda, Kazakhstan, or
the Tropic of Cancer, I would really have to be more of an egalitarian. I had slept with a handful
of black boys in my late teens,
and I knew that I would have to
open my borders even further in
order to be taken seriously by
any third-world government. It
was time for a redhead.”
Not the kind of book you
want to leave sitting on the coffee table.
Handler’s success stems

from starring on Oxygen’s
“Girls Behaving Badly” in 2002.
Since then she has reached stardom with her books, stand-up
comedy and her late-night show
on E! “Chelsea Lately.”
From her humble beginnings in Livingston, N.J. to her
present day life in Los Angeles,
“Are You There, Vodka? It’s
Me Chelsea” is a bare-bones
coming of age story masked by
quick wit and one-liners that
will have you smiling.
Handler finds herself in
situations readers won’t believe
and somehow she comes out on
top thanks to her higher power,
Grey Goose Vodka.
For those looking for a
quick, entertaining read and
can handle the Handler humor,
this book should be at the top of
your summer reading list.
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Trent Reznor of Nine Inch Nails has been putting out music for two decades.
His albums include “Pretty Hate Machine” and “Downward Sprial.”

Nine Inch Nails’ music
still matters after 20 years
Michael Schoenecker
Music Column
When it comes to good
bands, every rocker and their
mother thinks their favorite
bands of today and yesterday
rock harder and shine brighter
than the rest.
So what makes a good band
good? Well let me make it clear
for all you pu--y rock band loving, extreme radio listening,
sell outs.
Some bands burst into the
main stream media with one
pop song that labels them as
“that band” with the huge hit of
the summer.
Others find themselves as
a group of talented individuals
who work through the small
bar scenes and tiny crowds till
someone finally appreciates the
quality of genuine music that
this group of individuals can
produce.
I am not saying good bands
don’t develop quickly and produce good music right away; I
am just saying good bands earn
the titles “great” and “legendary.”
Nine Inch Nails is one of
the few bands I would consider
“great.”
They have produced industrial-strength noise over a pop
framework for years.
They have claimed to be inspired by many artists throughout the years of playing-with
and listening to some of the
most infamous underground
sounds and music.
Trent Reznor of NIN plays
the majority of instruments
heard through the expansive
sounds and tones of his music,
except the drums.
Reznor has included his
spread of talent throughout his
albums along with a wide vari-

ety of miraculous and well talented musicians to help create
the most authentic sound possible.
NIN’s first full-length studio release was seen in 1989,
titled “Pretty Hate Machine.”
NIN stepped out of the
womb at the first Lollapalooza
festival in 1991.
In 1992 they released an
e.p. called “Broken” and a remix album of it called “Fixed.”
They took a little longer
than the acceptable industry
norm to produce their next fulllength album, “The Downward
Spiral.”
In 2005 the album was
ranked 25th in Spin’s list of
the “100 Greatest Albums,
1985–2005,” and also in 2003
Rolling Stone ranked the album number 200 on their “500
greatest albums of all time”
list.
Five years elapsed between
“The Downward Spiral” and
NIN’s next studio album, “The
Fragile,” which arrived as a
double CD in September 1999.
An even longer period of
time split “The Fragile” and
NIN’s fourth full-length album,
“With Teeth” which was released in 2005.
Nine Inch Nails’ fifth studio album, “Year Zero,” was
released only two years after
With Teeth, a marked change in
pace from the release of previous albums.
On May 5, 2008, Nine Inch
Nails released “The Slip” on
their website with little leaked
information about it at all.
They put out no advertisements or promotions to boost
this album.
The album was made
available for download free
of charge, protected under the
Creative Commons attribution

Non-commercial Share-alike
license.
Reznor is a blunt critic of
the music industry, disagreeing
mainly with corporate influence on his artistic freedom.
NIN as a whole has shown
how they feel about corporations.
They currently have made
the decision to proceed as a
free agent without any recording label contracts.
Reznor has thoroughly
spent the length of his music
career defending the rights of
musicians as a whole.
Corporate America sucks
money out of every single person who listens to any type of
music, good or bad.
This can be seen even more
so when it comes to the musicians. The best quote comes
from Reznor who said, “As a
reward for being a ‘true fan’
you get ripped off.”
Reznor went on to say,
“The climate grows more and
more desperate for record labels, their answer to their mostly self-inflicted wounds seems
to be to screw the consumer
over even more.”
Reznor intensely urges his
fans to “steal” his music online
instead of purchasing it legally.
Reznor went on to encourage the crowd to “steal and
steal and steal some more and
give it to all your friends and
keep on stealing.”
All other bands feel the
need to fall into this Status
Quo. So what makes a good
band, good?
Is it a band that creates
almost two decades of quality sound/music that tops the
charts without begging or maybe a band so true to itself that
they give their music away for
free? You tell me.
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M&M APTS 3 BLOCKS FROM
SCSU. Call Brenda @
320-259-9673

2 BR AVAILABLE NOW
Heat/Water/Garbage/Basic
Cable included
www.nomgmt.com/mp
320-260-3448

TIRED OF THE DORMS?
very affordable 1 & 2 bedroom
apartments close to campus
Free Cable, Parking, Heat,
Water, Garbage
www.nomgmt.com/fv 260-3448
4 BEDROOM APARTMENT
You bring all 4 people June
& July rent free call today
320-260-3448
www.nomgmt.com/co
ONE, TWO AND THREE
Bedroom apts, close SCSU,
also studios, large rooms,
decks, call 320-251-8284
UNIVERSITY PLACE APTS. 3
and 4 bedroom apts.
Heat paid, A/C, D/W,
Parking. E.P.M. 251-6005.
www.excelpropmgmt.com
4 BDRM & 2 BA APT
New remodel avail for Aug.
$225 per person. Basic Cable
included call 320-237-7570
FEBRUARY & MARCH
2 br Apts. $525-$540 includes:
Heat, Water, Garbage,
Basic Cable, and Parking.
www.nomgmt.com/fv
#320-654-8300
4 BR APTS WITH 2
Full Baths avail 6/1/09 $230
per month selectprop.com
320-253-1154
FOR RENT NEWLY
Remodeled 5 bedroom house,
1 block from campus, lots
of Parking, Laundry, renting
for June, Female, call Mark
612-964-7568
2 OR 4 BDR APT IN
house 1/2 blk from library heat
included 493-9549
LARGE 2 BDRM APTS BY
hocky center call
Rick 291-7002
4 BED APTS STARTING AT
$220/ month Heat Water
Cable Garbage all included!
320-229-1919
NOW RENTING
for 2009-2010 School Year
www.nomgmt.com/se
call Beth 320-260-3448
3 & 4 BR. TOWNHOMES
10 or 12 mo. leases
252-2633
www.uvtownhomes.com

COZY 2 BEDROOM HOME
Availiable June 1st 630/mo
close to campus, free parking!
call Beth 320-260-3448
ROOMMATES NEEDED
$250 mo. / close to SCSU/ on
Bus and Campus Clipper line.
320-260-3448
FOR RENT NEWLY
Remodeled 5 bedroom house,
1 block from Campus, lots
of Parking, Laundry, Renting
for June, $295 call Mark
612-964-7568
TWO BEDROOM APTS,
Large rooms university, Pkg,
Heat, call 320-251-8284 www.
riversidepropertymgmt.com
4 BEDROOM APARTMENT
individual leases, you bring
all 4 people No app. fee and
reduced deposit. Call today
320-260-3448
www.nomgmt.com/co
ACROSS FROM HOCKEY
center classic ten or twelve
month lease $285.00 &
$265.00 same for Bridgeview
South come see us for best
prices Dennis Property MGT.
320-333-0500
www.dennisproperty.net
NEW LISTING LARGE 2-BED
apt near Halenbeck Hall Free off
st parking, on site laundry $265
320-251-0029 leave msg
3 0R 4 BDR APTS 2 FULL
baths Heat included, $250270per month security 2 blks
from library 493-9549
6 BEDROOM HOUSE ON
6th ave., large bedrooms,
2 baths, heat paid, D/W,
Laundry, Parking, Clean, Close,
Excel Prop. 251-6005
4 BR STUDENT PENTAL
available 901 12th Ave S. Call
Donna at 320-282-3704 or
Charles at 320-217-9600 for a
showing today! also 8-10 br are
available.
STUDENT HOUSING “09-10”
6/1 and 8/1 houses and apts.
251-1925
SINGLE ROOMS, 1BDR.,
2BDR., 3BDR. apts. Remodeled
house. Laundry 320-253-5340
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COLLEGIATEVIEW 2 BR.
Apts near hocky center
Nicole 251-1925

EASTBANK APARTMENTS.
3 Bedroom apartments. Heat,
Parking included. 320-259-9434

4 BED HOUSES 225/ MONTH
Water. Sewer Garbage paid!
Remodeled! 320-229-1919

4 BDR APTS 2 FULL BATHS
A/C, D/W security $250-$270
per month 493-9549

5,6,7 BEDROOM HOUSES.
Absolutely Huge bedrooms!!
2 kitchens, 2 bathrooms
2 familyrooms central air
conditioning! free new washer
dryer! 3 blocks from campus!!
Free Parking 320-492-1230

NOW RENTING
for 2009-2010 school year
www.nomgmt.com/se
320-654-8300

2 &3 BDR APTS 1/2
blk from library Heat
included security 493-9549

1 &2 BEDROOM
Apartments for rent!!! Prime
location! 2 blocks from
campus! utilites paid for
landlord new carpet! affordable
rent 320-492-1230

MVII TWO AND THREE
Bedroom, Large Rooms,
Decks, Heat paid,
close SCSU, reasonable,
call 320-251-8284
STATESIDE APTS. SPACIOUS
4 Bedroom apts. Heat Paid,
A/C, D/W, Parking. Close,
Quiet. E.P.M. 251-6005
www.excelpropmgmt.com
OLYMPIC II 525 13TH STREET
3 or 4 bedrooms. Beg. at
$245. 10 or 12 mo leases
651-361-0803
HOUSES FOR RENT AVAIL
6/1/09 selectprop.com
320-253-1154

2 BDR APTS 10 & 12 MONTH
leases Heat included A/C-D/W
securing 493-9549
SINGLE ROOMS WITH
Private bathrooms A/C, utilities
included, kitchen facilities .
Quiet & close to library. 706-6th
Ave. S. 252-9226 after 5 p.m.
3 & 4 BDRM APTS FOR
rent website
www.ivyapartments.com
Free Cable,
call 320-259-9673 today

4 BEDROOM APARTMENTS
Across from Q-lot. only $285
per person. Free Cable! Call
Now Going Fast!
www.nomgmt.com/co
260-3448

BUDGET EFFICIENCIES
located in downtown St.Cloud.
Avail now from $294/
month, these units include
heat, water, and electric.
Apartment Finders
320-656-4127
www.maxcelmgmt.com

BENTONWOOD 1BR. AND
2 Br. Apts SE side
Busline 5/1, 5/15 & 6/1
Heat/ Parking incl.
Nicole 251-1925

4 BD. 2 BATH
now available & for 2009-2010
school year affordable & close to
campus www.nomgmt.com/ce
call Beth @ 260-3448

EFF 1-4 BEDROOM APTS
houses Hardwood Floors
Central AC 980.1661 Rick

STUDIOS, ONE TWO AND
Three bedroom apts, close
SCSU 320-251-8284 www.
riversidepropertymgmt.com

2 BDR 1/2 BLK FROM
campus A/C D/W security 10
or 12 months 493-9549
1 MONTH FREE RENT.
Unique 2 brs avail. now in east
St.Cloud. Includes in-unit wld,
balcony, dw, and on a busline.
Maxcel Mgmt 320-761-6300
www.maxcelmgmt.com

2&3 BR NOW AVAILABLE
Heat/Water/Garbage/Basic
Cable included!
www.nomgmt.com/mp
Call Beth 320-260-3448
BEACHWOOD 1 BR. APTS
320 7th Ave S. $410-$450.
Heat Incl. 251-1925

SUMMER SUBLEASE. GREAT
for internship. Minneapolis
near UMN. Parking available.
Downtown easily accessible.
Bus routes. Furnished. Private
bedroom/bathroom. Utilites,
internet, cable included.
Contact yeoeun06@gmail.com

SHARE CLEAN WESTSIDE 4
br home W/2 Dorky Guys 2662027 “You may even like us!!”

5 BR HOUSE NOW RENTING
For 09/10! 711 9th ave s. call
Donna at 320-217-9600 for a
showing today.

5 BR HOUSE AVAIL 6/1/09
1300 per month
selectprop.com
320-253-1154

UNIVERSITY VILLAGE
townhomes individual leases,
pool. Free Parking
252-2633

STUDENT HOUSING
mpmproperties.net
WWW.STCLOUDRENTAL.COM
STUDENT HOUSING UVT’S
255.00 month 320-252-2633
1,2,3 AND 4 BR. APTS.
available now & 2009-2010
school year near SCSU
www.nomgmt.com/se
call Beth 260-3448
4 OR 5 BDR APTS 1 BLK
from campus 2 Full Baths A/C,
D/W heat, paid security 10 or
12 month 493-9549
806 18TH AVE SOUTH FOUR
Bedroom two bath two stall
garage deck. 1300 per month
Jason 320-290-8932
LARGE 2 BDRM APTS BY
hocky center call
Rick 291-7002
HOUSES, HOUSES, HOUSES
6,7,8,9 &10 br. 1-6 blocks
heat and parking incl.
Nicole 251-1925
FEMALE ROOMMATE
needed. Huge room. $300/
month call 320-980-2769 June
1, 09 thru may 31, 2010
BRIDGEVIEW WEST
three or four bedroom
apartments ten and twelve
month leases starting at
$255.00 per month new
appliances carpet ect.
Dennis Property MGMT
320-333-0500
www.dennisproperty.net
1 BEDS = 445/ MONTH
2 Beds = 600/ month
3 Beds = 840/ month
320-229-1919
www.stcloudrental.com
ROOM FOR 5, 2 BATHS
walk to class off street parking
laundry incl’d avail June 1st
call 253-1100 or 250-5542
2 BR HOUSE AVAIL 6/1/09
$650 per month
selectprop.com
320-253-1154
KENT HOUSEING 10 OR 12
month lease 252-5500

LARGE 3 BDRMtownhomes by Halenbeck hall
call Rick 291-7002
MPMPROPERTIES.NET
ONE ROOM EFFICIENCIES.
Heat and electric included.
Clean, quiet. 320-259-9434
MPMPROPERTIES.NET
Houses/Apt’s/Townhomes.
1-6 blocks Nicole 251-1925
LARGE 3 BDRMtownhomes by Halenbeck hall
call Rick 291-7002
LARGE 2 BDRM IN 4-PLEX
by Halenbeck hall
call 291-7002
3,4 OR 5 BDR APTS A/CD/W security 2 full baths heat
included 493-9549

ATTENTION
SINGLE WELL BUILT MALE
seeking attractive 18-25 yr old
female. call if interested.
320-237-1457

EMPLOYMENT
CARETAKER NEEDED
reliable persons to maintain
common areas and grounds.
Must live on site. FREE RENT
www.nomgmt.com/ct
320-251-7600 ext. 559
*MODELS/ACTORS* MALES
and females ages 0-75+ all
sizes needed for t.v. magazines
etc P.T. flexible hours. We Pay
$50+/- per hour. No experience
required some jobs start May.
Bring snapshot to Holiday Inn
St.Cloud thursday April 30th
anytime 7pm-10pm under 18
bring parent.
FITZHARRIS SKI & SPORT
Now hiring for fall positions.
Sales positions for ski
snowboards and clothing
flexible full & part-time hours
competitive pay with bonus.
Three blocks from campus.
Steve 291-9383
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Undrafted Kees to work out for Lions
Joe Brown
Sports Editor
When college football’s
best players were standing at
the podium during Saturday’s
National Football League
draft, SCSU defensive end
Ryan Kees had a different
way to spend eight hours of
his day.
“That was a long weekend. I actually had to do a
‘fundamentals of engineering’
exam on Saturday,” Kees, an
engineering major said. “That
was an eight-hour test. That
was about the longest test of

my life.”
Despite spending the winter and spring training for a
shot at joining an NFL team,
the Eagan native was busy at
home.
“Sunday I didn’t plan on
watching the draft because
I didn’t really expect it, but
it’s sitting in the back of your
head sometimes, maybe it’ll
happen,” he said.
But Mother Nature decided that Kees should stay glued
to the TV.
“I was planning on doing
some yard work for my mom
and getting a bunch of stuff

done, but it was rainDetroit Lions.
Ryan
ing all day so I got
After also receivKees
nothing to do except
ing calls from the
watch this (the NFL
Miami Dolphins and
draft). It was a long
Minnesota Vikings,
process,” Kees said.
Kees said he made
After the last
the decision to go
name was called in
with the Lions, thinkNew York, Kees and
ing that would be his
his family would wait
best shot to sign with
for a phone call for a
a pro team. He leaves
chance to get signed
Thursday morning to
as an undrafted free Former SCSU participate in a Lions
agent.
defensive end rookie mini-camp.
His phone re“I just want to
mained silent until Monday show off my talents, show
morning, when Kees received them what I can do and see if
calls, ultimately choosing the they take me on their team and

put me in a position to play,”
Kees said. “I’m just going
in there not knowing what’s
going to happen and I don’t
know what we’re going to do
this weekend or anything.
“I’m just blessed for a
chance at a tryout, just an opportunity to show them what I
got is pretty cool.”
For Kees, the chance to
work out for an NFL team has
been his objective since his
solid performance in the Cactus Bowl on January 10, finishing the Division II All-Star
game with six tackles (1.5 for
loss) and a sack.

While spending the winter
training for combine-specific
training, the former Husky has
stepped up in order to play.
“Now it’s getting into
football shape, into shape,
working on your skills and
stuff,” Kees said. “It’s a lot
more conditioning more physical movement than it was before.”
After the news broke about
his potential shot at the NFL,
Kees was taken aback by the
reaction friends and family
gave him.

•See Kees / Page 12B

Program
to aid
athletes
thriving
Tyler Ohmann
Staff Writer

Bigya Pradhan / Staff Photographer

SCSU first-year outfielder Jackie Dooley watches the ball get closer to her bat against Minnesota State-Mankato in a doubleheader on
Tuesday at Selke Field. Dooley finished 0-for-3 as the Huskies were swept by the Mavericks.

Records fall, Huskies stall
Tim Stang

Softball

Asst. Sports Editor
Records continued to fall Tuesday
at Selke Field.
On the day, four-year starter Rachel
Haines became the Huskies all-time
hits leader, the Huskies lost both games
of a double header to the 20th-ranked
Minnesota State-Mankato Mavericks,
to conclude their season with a record
of 21-38 and 8-18 in the NSIC.
With three hits on the afternoon,
Haines set a new team record of 238.
Haines added to an already impressive
resume that shows her at the top of the
record book in a number of categories.
Haines holds the Huskies record for
games played (224), most at bats (765),
most runs (139) and stolen bases (74).
“I had no idea I was going to set the
record,” Haines said. “It was nice to set
the record but I try to stay away from
that stuff.”
Haines has also been effective off
the softball diamond. A 4.0 biomedical major, Haines will be enrolling in
the University of Minnesota genetic
counseling program next fall. Only one
percent of people who apply to the program are accepted.
“She had to carry the load a lot this
year being the only senior. She had a lot
to teach a lot of people. She is inspiration for our team. She is not the biggest
kid. She came every day with a lot of
heart and a lot of intensity,” said head
coach Paula U’Ren. “She has done a
great job for us on the field and off.”

Game One

Maverick’s pitcher Kendra Huettl
improved to 20-5 on the season as the
Mavericks defeated the Huskies 6-2.
The Mavericks opened up the
scoring in the first inning when Katie Reed came around to score on an
RBI single by Libbie Reichling.
The Mavericks would add three
runs in the third. With one out, the
Mavericks starter Kelsey Thomson
started a rally by doubling to left
field. Reichling walked and Julie
O’Neal doubled to center driving
home Kelsey Thompson.
Chelsea Erickson flew out to
right field but an error was made on
the throw in allowing both runners to
advance. Amanda Umhoefer drove
in O’Neal with another double.
“We talked all year about giving
teams 21 outs, but the games we are
losing we have given plus or minus
five outs,” U’Ren said.
The Mavericks added two runs in
the fourth when Natalie Spicer drove
a pitch from Huskies starter Brit
Krieg over the right field wall.
The Huskies scored a run in the
fourth and sixth on RBIs by Sara
Sbragia and Jackie Dooley.
Krieg went four innings allowing
six earned runs to fall to 10-16 on the
season.

•See Softball / Page 12B
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Huskies senior Rachel Haines set the school’s all-time hits record
during SCSU’s doubleheader with Minnesota State-Mankato.
Haines finishes her career with 238 hits.

Miller sets record at NSIC championship
Staff Report

Track and Field

Junior Heather Miller set
an NSIC record, finishing first
in the pentathlon Tuesday at
the NSIC Multi Championships in Abderdeen, S.D.
Miller finished first in the
long jump (18’5”), first in the
800 meter run with a time of
2:23.86 and ninth in the javelin with a toss of over 88 feet.
Miller finished the event
with 4,818 points, breaking
the old record of 4,755 points
set in 2008 by MSU Moorhead’s Ashley Roemer.
The championship is the
fourth this year for Miller,
who won the 55 meter hurdles,
triple jump and the pentathlon
at the NSIC Indoor Championships in February.

Miller will now take place
in the NCAA Division II
Championships, May 21-23 in
San Angelo, Texas.
Miller’s teammate, Kelsey
King, finished sixth in the
same event with 4,141 points.
King finished second in the
long jump.
The men’s team had four
athletes place in the top 13 of
the decathlon. Andrew Stueck
finished sixth with 5,809
points, winning the javelin
with a toss of 176’10”.
Dusty McColley (8), Cris
Jirele (11) and Nick Nellis
(13) rounded out the field for
the Huskies.

Men’s Tennis

The Huskies set a team
record for dual match wins on
Monday, in Arden Hills.
The Huskies defeated

Bethel University by a score
of 8-1 to improve to 25-2 on
the season.
With their 25th dual match
win of the season, the 2009
Huskies overtake the 2002
version of Huskies that went
24-7.
The Huskies won eight
of nine matches including all
three at doubles.
Wojciech Batorski defeated Bethel’s Tom Ronning
6-2, 6-2 at first singles.
Wojciech teamed with
Mike Master to defeat the
Royals’ Ronning and Kent
Nichols by a score of 8-3 in
first doubles.
The victory was the Huskies last match of the regular
season.
The Huskies will continue play during the NCAA
Division II Central Regional

tournment, which will take
place May 7-9.

Baseball

The Huskies were ranked
seventh in the NCAA Division
II Central Region rankings
that were released Wednesday.
To make the NCAA
tournament the Huskies must
finish in the top eight.
The Huskies (35-13) are
the fourth highest ranked team
in the NSIC, trailing only
Wayne State (2), Minnesota
State (4) and Southwest Minnesota State (5).
The Huskies 35 wins in a
season are a team record.
The Huskies will take on
Wayne State in a mid-week
double header today. Orginally
scheduled for Wednesday, the
game was postponed due to
forcasted rain in Nebraska.

The Huskies will conclude
their regular season schedule with two double headers against Minnesota State
Mankato on Saturday and
Sunday at Joe Faber Field in
St. Cloud.

Swimming and Diving
The Huskies handed out
team awards, including two
national awards, at a banquet
on Monday.
Nate Jimerson was
named NCAA Diver of the
Year after a season in which
he won his third career national title.
Diving coach Tracy Torgenson was named NCAA
Men’s Diving coach of the
year after a season that saw
both Jimmerson and Ross
Eiden named All-American.

An underappreciated part
of sports is the people who
cure the ailments of athletes.
At SCSU that distinction
belongs the members of the
athletic training program.
Julie Alexander takes
pride in what the program
does for the students who
take part in athletics. She has
been the head athletic trainer
for the program since 1997.
“I get a lot of satisfaction
of seeing these kids learn the
skill and watching them grow
in their athletic training career,” Alexander said. “Going
from not knowing a lot, to
graduating to getting certified
and learning how to be a professional.”
She also has worked with
nearly every sport on campus.
“I’ve worked with every
team except the men’s hockey team and the Nordic ski
team,” Alexander said.
With experience like that,
she helps both the athletes
and the trainers in preparing
for what they need to do.
And they like the program, too.
“It’s pretty cool, you
know. I enjoy working here,
being around the field is
great,” said Peter Hoffer, a
junior athletic trainer.
The best part for Hoffer is
getting to know the athletes
better.
“I got a benefit with working with all the athletes, we
get to know them on a personal level,” Hoffer said.
The athletic trainer’s job
begins hours before a game
or practice. In the training
room they tape sore ankles,
thumbs and wrists, as well as
icing, stretching and getting
athletes ready for game time.
Other duties for the trainers include keeping the players hydrated, as well as taking
care of anyone who is injured
during the game.
Lastly, they end the day a
lot like it begins, in the training room, keeping the athletes healthy and easing their
pain.
This
on-the-job-type
training is exactly what junior athletic trainer Cassie
Nordmeyer wants.
“It’s really a hands-on
kind of job,” Nordmeyer said.
“The whole thing is a learning experience. We actually
get to be there, front and center, where the injuries are.”
Another thing that comes
with having what amounts
to an extra job is the heavy
workload that comes for these
trainers. Some of the trainers
are balancing school and a
job as well as training.
“Yeah, I work as well, so
it can be a big workload. I do
this and work and classes, so
a lot of time management is
a big part of it,” Nordmeyer
said.
And although it might be
tough, none of them would
trade the experience for anything.
“I think the best thing is
that you can combine your
love of athletics, because
a lot of our students come
from a high school program
where they were very active
in athletics and then they get
to college and they don’t have
an opportunity,” Alexander
said. “Here they get to stay in
athletics and the sport and being in a team atmosphere and
learn some medical skills.”
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Lofty goals made Padgett a champ
Tim Stang
Asst. Sports Editor
Throughout his life, SCSU
All-American wrestler Brad
Padgett has set some lofty
goals.
Growing up in Buckley,
Wash., Padgett had made a list
of accomplishments that he
wanted to obtain by the time he
finished his college career and
he has completed three of his
major four.
“As a kid I always said I
wanted to be a four-time high
school state placer and state
champ,” said Padgett, a physical education major. “Then I
wanted to be a four-time AllAmerican and national champion.”
Padgett completed his first
two goals at White River High
School in Buckley. Padgett won
a Washington state championship and lost in another championship match. He placed four
times.
After graduating from
White River in 2005, Padgett
moved onto Highline Community College in Des Moines,
Wash. There, Padgett completed
half of goal three. In Padgett’s
two years at Highline, he was
named to the National Junior

College Athletic Association’s
All-American team both years
in addition to being named the
Region 18 Most Outstanding
Wrestler.
But Padgett was not done
there.
After two years at Highline,
Padgett was recruited to SCSU.
Head coach Steve Costanzo said
the Huskies were fortunate to
land a prized recruit and to get
him here from Washington.
“Maybe it’s a little luck. I
think this is what he was looking
for, “ Costanzo said. “I think this
was a school where he thought
he could succeed at. This was a
place where he could get in the
lineup immediately. So it was a
combination of different things,
he likes the outdoors.”
Padgett confirmed Costanzo’s suspected reasons.
“When I saw you can get
four or five deer a year here, I
said, ‘yeah, I want to go here.’
I love hunting and fishing,”
Padgett said. “I thought I could
really excel at this school and the
location is a lot like back home.
Coach Costanzo also made me
feel really comfortable.”
And excel Padgett did.
In 2007-08, his first season
with the Huskies, Padgett was
named All-American while
finishing fourth in the NCAA

Brad Padgett: At a Glance
- 60-15 individual record at SCSU in two seasons.
- Two-time All-American at Highline Community College
(Wash.)
- Two-time All-American at SCSU at 184 pounds.
- Third-place finish in 2009 and fourth-place in 2008 at
Nationals.
- 1-0 record in Mixed Martial Arts.
Championships at 184 pounds.
He went 35-8 and finished third
or better in four tournaments.
He was also given the “Dean
Weisman Wrestler of the Year”
award, which is given to the
best Husky wrestler.
Padgett followed that up
this past season with another
All-American campaign. He
went 25-7 and finished third in
the national championships in
Houston. The Padgett-led Huskies finished eighth, the team’s
second best finish of the Division II era.
“It’s really gratifying. I got
three of my goals, which is decent,” Padgett said. “But I’m
happy because I do get to say
that I’m a four time all American.”
While Padgett was not able
to complete his ultimate goal of
an individual first place finish,

Costanzo said he has nothing to
hang his head about.
“Brad has only been here
two years but he is a significant
part of where we are at finishing
in the top four in the country the
last two years along with two
regional championships,” said
Costanzo, whose Huskies finished 5-2 in the NSIC. “Not too
many people can say they were
a four time all American in college wrestling.”
Costanzo and the Huskies
fortune will continue, as Padgett
will be back next season to help
coach as he finishes his degree.
Costanzo said that he is looking
forward to seeing what Padgett
can do as a coach.
“I think he has a huge knack
for coaching. I think he will be
an outstanding coach. Maybe
even a better coach than a wrestler and that’s saying a lot,”

Costanzo said. “He works well
with kids, teaching, he has a
great understanding of the sport
and he is a great communicator.”
Padgett’s teammates agree
with their coach.
“I think Brad will make a
great coach,” said Derek Skala,
who wrestled at 174 pounds for
the Huskies. “He is always positive even when I am down. He
also points out what I do wrong
and helps me out.”
Padgett may add coaching
to his list of goals.
“That’s one of the things
I could see myself doing. If I
coach I definitely want it to be
at the college level,” Padgett
said.
But coaching as a profession may have to be put on hold
for a while, as Padgett may have
found a new way to stay competitive.
Padgett participated in his
first mixed martial arts (MMA)
event in Superior, Wisc. April
11.
Padgett defeated Jason
Helmstadter in the first round
as he slammed Helmstadter to
the mat. Padgett broke Helmstadter’s ribs in the process,
causing Helmstadter to forfeit.
“I never thought I would see
Brad doing MMA,” Skala said.

“He is always happy. He told
me he has never been in a fight
in his life, but he is pretty feisty
so I think he will do OK.”
Padgett said it was always
in the back of his mind to give
MMA some thought but even he
was not so sure he would enjoy
it.
“I didn’t think I was going
to have too much fun. I always
wanted to do it but then I was
a little skeptical about it. I got
a call and I thought I might as
well. I am big on trying everything once,” Padgett said.
He said that he knows little
about the different aspects involved in MMA besides wrestling.
“I had one boxing session so
far and that was kind of rough.
Its fun because it is new skills
that I am learning,” Padgett
said.
Costanzo said that he is
all for Padgett participating
in MMA, although he doesn’t
want it to become a trend for his
returning wrestlers.
“If Brad had another year
of eligibility, I would probably
sit Brad down and advise him
to focus more on his wrestling
skills instead of his fighting. But
the guy wants to keep himself in
shape and he enjoys it,” Costanzo said.

Hegle’s passion helps team to success
That sort of passion and a helping hand
makes Hegle an exceptional coach in Koetter’s
Staff Writer
mind.
“He puts his heart into it, keeps you going
SCSU’s swimming and diving team had an
until
something improves, and makes sure he
altogether successful season.
hits
it
right,” Koetter said.
They sent 20 members of the squad to the
His inspirational pep talks before races,
NCAA tournament and both teams won NSIC
conference titles — all-time school firsts. The heats and matches inspire Husky swimmers to
Women’s team finished in the top-10 for the compete to their potentials.
“He tells me to believe in myself a lot and
second time, and Nate Jimerson won a third nathat I can reach my goals,” Koetter said.
tional championship on the diving side.
His strategy is universal, and he does not
A big part of their success is owed to head
have
to change it between the women and the
coach Jeff Hegle.
Hegle enjoyed his most successful of eight men.
“The men and women both are kind of at
years as head coach during
the elite athlete stage that
this 2008-09 campaign.
Jeff Hegle: At a Glance
there are no difference beThere are a few things
tween men and women,”
that never get old for HeHegle said.
8th
season
as
SCSU.
gle, winning included.
He did make one big
“Competition and the - Led men’s and women’s
excitement of doing well swimming and diving to NSIC change in this year’s practice regimen, which he
and watching the kids im- championships.
said may have led them
prove,” Hegle said were
to the successful season
Sent
a
record
20
athletes
to
some of the reasons he
they had. He added more
Nationals in 2008-2009.
likes being coach.
one-on-one time and indiHowever, Hegle does - This season, Hegle had
vidual practice time.
not just focus on competi- 14 All-American individuals,
Hegle of course does
tion.
including
National
Champion
not
do this alone; he has
He makes sure the
three assistants help him
swimmers keep up with Nate Jimerson.
day in and day out.
their academics, register
“We have 70 athletes,
for classes and that all is
well said swimmer Kirsten Koetter, who won obviously I can’t do it all myself,” Hegle said.
two NSIC events as a freshman, and won Husky “Without my assistant coaches this [success]
wouldn’t happen.”
freshman of the year honors.
Even with the assistants Hegle admits he
“He knows how to help anyone, if something doesn’t work, he’ll find a way to make it has lot on his plate, and surprises himself as to
how he can manage to maintain an individualiswork,” Koetter said.
One of Hegle’s important lessons for his tic approach with his players.
All in all, he is glad that the team has had
athletes is to always continue to improve.
so
much
success, and the direction that the pro“The biggest thing we’re trying to do is we
talk about just improving every week, if we gram is heading in the future.
“We really have a lot of individuals right
continue to get better every week the chance of
hitting our goals at the end of the year are pretty now who believe in what were doing and begood,” Hegle said. “I just encourage them to lieve in the system,” Hegle said. “We have a lot
understand how they can be successful and stay of kids who really took a step forward as far as
positive and continue to work hard and if they conditioning has been this season and just their
continue to work hard then they can be success- overall attitude and work ethic has made it a
successful season.”
ful.”
He looks to improve even more in 2009-10.

Tyler Ohmann

Jeff Hegle

Coach of
the Year
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Katie Tacheny:
At a Glance

Season stats
Points/game:
16.6 (1st NSIC)
Assists/game:
4.2 (team high)
Steals/game:
2.6 (team high)
All-NSIC FirstTeam
All-NSIC
Tournament team
All-Central Region
First Team

Tacheny shines in senior season
Jake Laxen
Staff Writer

Forget the Wheaties,
SCSU women’s basketball
player Katie Tacheny starts
each day with a bowl of
Cheerios. It’s her own breakfast of champions.
“I’m eating them all the
time,” she said. “It’s my
breakfast, a lot of times a
snack, and I like to have a
bowl a lot of times before a
game.”
Forget the jock jams and
modern hip-hop, Tacheny’s
iPod is filled with 1980s
dance music for motivation.
“I love the ‘80s music,” she said. “Some of my
friends used to play it and I
got hooked.”
Forget offense, Tacheny gets her athletic thrill
through stingy defensive
play making.
“The thing that impressed
me most is that she takes
more pride in defense than in

offense,” said SCSU women’s basketball coach Lori
Fish. “She is more excited
to go shut someone down
rather than put up points and
I think that really helps her
mentally.”
For being a star player
Tacheny fits little of the cliché tendencies. But it still
works for her as she has been
named the 2008-09 University Chronicle Female Athlete of the Year.
It’s just another award in
a trophy case-filling season
for the senior guard. She was
the NSIC scoring champion,
made the All-NSIC First
Team, made the all-NSIC
Tournament team, made the
All-Central Region first team
and was a finalist for the Division II All-American list.
For SCSU she was the
catalyst in a 22-9 NSIC
championship season, which
reversed their 11-17 record
in 2007-08.
Tacheny averaged 16.6

points a game and was the
only Husky in triple digit assists with 130.
“I couldn’t have expected any better ending to
my senior season,” Tacheny
said. “It’s a great way to go
out having such a successful
season.”
And Tacheny’s increase
of over five points per game
on the offensive side helped
ease the Huskies coaching
transition from Lori Ulferts
to Fish.
“To see someone practice
every day with her passion
it’s like I’m blessed to be her
coach,” Fish said. “I wish
it was for a little bit longer.
She’s the coach’s dream.”
When Fish needed a free
throw she was confident that
Tacheny, who led the team
at 87 percent, would nail it.
When she needed a clutch
shot she again turned her
way.
Both were needed in one
of Tacheny’s most defining

moments as a Husky.
Late in the NSIC semifinal game against Winona
State she dislocated her
finger when fouled and the
team need a pair of clutch
free throws.
“I had never dislocated anything so I ran over
the trainers and they quick
popped it back in,” Tacheny
said. “I didn’t really think
about it. I think adrenaline
kicked in.”
She nailed both and the
Huskies advanced on to the
title game, where they defeated Concordia-St. Paul
53-41 to earn a National
Tournament berth.
“After she did that it was
like wow that kid is tough,”
Fish said.
Tacheny’s rise in the program is the final resolve to a
collegiate career that needed
a lot of steam to get going on
the court.
After finishing four state
tournament berth seasons at

Woodbury High School –
including winning the 2003
state title – she inked with
Minnesota-Duluth.
But something on the
Lake Superior shore just
wasn’t right.
“When I got up there
I didn’t like the area like I
thought I did,” Tacheny said.
“Then I started getting around
the team and didn’t really fit
in with everything.”
She decided to look for a
transfer that was closer to the
Twin Cities. She approached
then-coach Ulferts to talk
about coming to SCSU.
Tacheny sat out the year
because of NCAA transfer
rules.
Her efforts in practice
were noticed by her teammates, who voted her team
captain for her sophomore
campaign, before she had
ever set foot in a Husky uniform.
“I think when your teammates select you as a captain

that’s a bid to your leadership skills,” Ulferts said.
“Her work ethic isn’t just
seen in games. In practice
and in lifting she is always
giving it her all.”
But when she was able to
hit the court legally, injuries
kicked in to prevent playing
time in her sophomore and
junior seasons. She had her
gall bladder removed and
tore her ACL for the second
time in her life.
“It was very, very frustrating to say the least,”
Tacheny said.
Her will allowed her to
return at full strength. She
played in all 31 games this
year and was a huge motivator to the team,
“She is an outstanding
leader that puts the team,”
Fish said. “She is just one of
those natural leaders. She is
a vocal leader and then leads
by example I think she had a
huge impact on everyone.”

Rookie rusher propels Huskies offense
Kyle Stevens
Staff Writer

Fans of SCSU football got a nice surprise last season as
freshman running back Brandon Geiss emerged as a force to
be reckoned with.
He may be short, but his speed and quickness, not to mention the ability to hide behind the big guys up front, helped
the Huskies overcome injuries at the top of the depth chart.
After talking with those close to him now and in the past,
there is little wonder as to why Geiss is our pick for Breakout
Athlete of the Year.

two touchdowns while racking up 127 yards on 16 carries in
the title game against Lemont.
All in all, Geiss’ stats for his senior year — 160 rushes,
1,360 yards, 19 TDs — read like a flashy speedster, not a
brick-house of a blocking back.

Who wants a ride?

When it came time for Geiss to pick a school, he had
several to choose from, including some D-I offers. But ol’
Pythagoras reared his ugly head.
“I was getting looked at by some D-I schools,” Geiss said.
“But most were military schools. I got a D in geometry my
sophomore year and they told my mom if had got a B they
would have offered me.”
“It didn’t matter where he went, he
Joliet Catholic Academy in Joliet, Ill.
was going to be successful,” Sharp said.
has a strong football tradition. Winners
“He’s got the talent, but it’s the work ethBrandon Geiss: At a Glance
of 13 state titles, the Hilltoppers have beic that is impressive. First to show, last to
come one of the most consistent forces in
leave: that’s Brandon.”
- 178 rushes for 798 yards
Illinois high school football.
Nearly half of those championships this year.
Winning the turnover battle
have come under the direction of one - Team-leading 10 touchdowns.
It is an old cliché: the more you turnman, Dan Sharp. In 2007, Sharp won his - 79.8 yards per game on
over the ball, the less likely you will win
sixth state title. That team was consid- the ground.
the game. Well, that goes for recruiting,
ered one of the best to ever lace up the
too.
cleats for JCA.
While in high school, Geiss was
A fullback in high school is usually
asked to block, block and block some more. But the talent initially wooed by Randy Hedberg, then head coach of the
Geiss had was undeniable. Heck, even pairing the words Huskies. When it came time to decide on a school, however,
“talent” and “fullback” should tell you how different this kid Geiss and other prospective athletes were told by Hedberg
that he would not be returning to coach the team.
was.
Geiss admits it was an issue. “When that happens, it
“He’s built like a fullback, but runs like a tailback,” Sharp
makes you think the program is unstable. But when my mom
said.
Geiss’ senior year nearly ended prematurely when he and me met with coach Underwood, I got to see what a great
broke his hand early in the playoffs. The coaching staff, on coach and a great guy he was.”
Still, it was not necessarily a slam-dunk that Geiss would
the advice of the doctors, held Geiss out of the next game
be in red and black. “I told him, ‘Hey, we’re gonna run it (the
and a half.
“He was on the sideline and ran over to his mom, who program) the same way. The same philosophies are gonna be
here.’ I think that put him at ease,” said Underwood.
was in the stands, ripping the cast off,” Sharp said.
A talent-laden backfield and a broken hand in high school
In the semifinals, Geiss carried 18 times for 160 yards,
helping to lead his team to a 45-13 thrashing of the defend- could not stop Geiss. A coaching change in the middle of
ing champion and previously undefeated Normal Commu- recruiting could not prevent him from coming to St. Cloud.
And math. Well, what can you say about that?
nity High School.
Everyone seems to agree that Geiss has nothing but suc“Our team really rallied around Brandon when he came
back,” Sharp said. “We had to adjust some things offensively cess written all over him. His high school coach said it best.
to get by without him, but he had his best games in the semis “He’s just a great kid. I love him as if he were another son.”
and final.”
In his final turn, Geiss went off on a high note, scoring

Glass half fullback
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SCSU hockey academics on par with competition
Marli Stewart
Staff Writer
Rachel Gutting
Contributing Writer
SCSU hockey athletes are
proving they are successful
on the ice and the classroom.
Most of these players are receiving at least partial scholarships for their education
because they are athletes.
According to Institutional
research at SCSU, each year
the men’s team receives between $160,000 and $200,000
to pay for several things, including tuition. The women’s team receives anywhere
from $70,000 to $200,000.
The money comes from state
funding and can be split up
between players.
Scholarships are given
out in the form of a full ride
or partial payment of tuition.
The amount given varies depending on state of residence
among other factors. Only 18
full rides can be given out at
SCSU. A full ride includes
tuition, fees, room and board,
and books.
Two of SCSU’s biggest
rivals, the University of Minnesota, Twin Cities and the
University of Minnesota,
Mankato have been giving
their hockey players comparably different amounts. The U
of M, Twin Cities offers anywhere between $300,000 and
$400,000. The women’s team
at the U of M is receiving
close to $50,000 more each
year, which has been increasing each year since 2005.

In 2004-05 Mankato offered their athletes between
$70,000 and $90,000. This
amount has been drastically
increasing each year, offering
the teams around $400,000
in 2007-08. Even though this
team has had a larger number
of athletes on their team each
year, they are offering less
than the other schools.
“Generally,
Mankato
recruits different types of
students that don’t necessarily come strictly for hockey.
They are generally good students that see playing for a
division I hockey team as an
added bonus,” said Shane
Drahota, director of compliance at Mankato.
According to the NCAA
Web site, hockey players in
division I need to have a GPA
of at least 2.0 to be on the
team, but the requirements are
on a sliding scale depending
on SAT and ACT scores. This
year 12 SCSU women hockey
players were considered all
academic under the WCHA,
which requires a GPA over a
3.0 for the previous two semesters. Five women were
scholar all athletes, which requires a GPA over 3.5.
The SCSU men’s hockey
team also did well with a total
of 12 won all academic under
the WCHA, three of which
also won for the previous two
semesters
“I pressure myself to obtain the best grades I possibly
can. I feel obligated to work
as hard in the classroom as I
do on the ice. We’re always
represented at the WCHA
awards regarding academics,”
said Michael Olson, a men’s

						

File Photo

SCSU sophomore Brian Volpei was one of 12 Huskies named to the WCHA All-Academic team this season.
hockey player at SCSU.
In 2004 there were only a
few players graduating from
SCSU, but that number has
been increasing each year. In
2007-08 the men’s and women’s teams each had five players graduating.
“I do plan to graduate
here, although because I am
double majoring it will not
be in four years. It will take

me an extra year to graduate,
but I’m in no hurry to start
working,” said Jon Ammerman, a men’s hockey player
at SCSU.
Comparing the number
of hockey players receiving
scholarships to the number
of players graduating each
year, the graduation rate has
increased since 2004, which
at that time was 4 percent. In

2007-08 the graduation rate
was at 20 percent. The overall graduation rate of students
at SCSU is 19 percent within
four years.
There are many reasons
why student athletes manage
to keep up in both academics
and athletics.
Jason Johnson, assistant
women’s hockey coach said,
“Students learned a lot of time

management skills prior to
college, juggling high school,
sports, work and then carried
those skills to college.”
Whatever the reason,
SCSU men’s and women’s
hockey teams have proved
that compared to other division I student athletes and
SCSU non-athletes they can
hold their own on the rink and
in the classroom.

Scholarships and Graduates SCSU women’s hockey
in college hockey, 2007-08 focuses on academics
Scholarships awarded

Amount ($)

Minnesota

Men -- 24
Women -- 21

327,787.75
422,334.00

Minnesota State

Men -- 26
Women -- 23

202,343
195,813

St. Cloud State

Men -- 25
Women -- 25

202,219.29
206,101.39

Should I stay or
should I go pro?
For some athletes,
a difficult decision
must be made
between education
and millions
Tyler Ohmann
Staff Writer
Matt Brenden
Contributing Writer

Young men come to SCSU
from all over the globe to be
part of something special, but
perhaps the most special group
to be a part of at SCSU is the
men’s hockey team.
Although these young men
come to play hockey, they are
here for something else too —
an education.
Hockey players at SCSU
take many routes toward getting a degree while devoting
hours a day to playing toward
a hockey championship.
One of those players is
Mike Doyle.

Returning

Doyle, now a graduate student, got his degree last spring
in print journalism. However,
he obtained it in a non-traditional manner.
After playing out his eligibility for the Huskies on the
ice, the Alaska native found out

about SCSU while he played
in a summer camp in Brainerd, decided to discontinue
academics to try and make it in
the pros.
“If you don’t get it done in
four years you’re not likely to
continue school,” Doyle said.
“There is a limited window to
go pro.”
This factored into his decision to try to make it into the
pros, instead of finishing his
degree.
After two years trying to
hack it out on the professional
ice, Doyle realized his dream
wasn’t going to happen.
“I knew getting an education was important,” Doyle
said, which is why he came
back to finish.
According to ncaa.org,
there is a pretty large discrepancy of graduation rates
between men’s and women’s
hockey players. Women graduate 40 percent more players in
four years as compared to the
men at SCSU.
“I think that probably there
are more guys that go pro,”
Doyle said. “Players like that
come in with the mentality that
they are not going to school for
education.”
However, Doyle said he
believes those who go pro are
not lost. He is proof that academic success can happen after
giving up on the pros.
“A lot of times they make
contacts in the professional
world, and don’t have to gradu-

ate,” Doyle said.
Other hockey players overcome the odds, and graduate
within their four hockey playing years at SCSU.
One such player in that
small category is Matt Stephenson.

Four Tough Years

Stephenson, now a defenseman for the Providence Bruins
earned his degree in marketing
and minored in real estate during his four years at SCSU.
“I came to SCSU and
I knew I was going to play
hockey but I also made sure I
did well in school and it came
pretty easy to me, it never was
too difficult,” Stephenson said.
He is the proof that through
some hard work and effort a
hockey player even at a division I school like SCSU can
get a degree in four years.
“It helped that we were
pretty structured. We couldn’t
really get too off track,” Stephenson said.
His teammates were also a
huge help in the steps it took to
get the degree in four years.
“We helped each other out
with school and studying, it
was almost like we were each
others lab partners,” Stephenson said.
However,
Stephenson
wasn’t a traditional student.
He didn’t go to college
right after high school like
most college students.
“I was 19 or 20 and I real-

ized that I was getting older so
I talked to a few schools and
SCSU offered me a scholarship,” Stephenson said.
To him, SCSU had a lot to
offer in the form of a successful Division I hockey tradition,
a large campus and its one of
the most respected schools in
Minnesota.
“I was pretty nervous about
my visit in June but I loved the
campus, the atmosphere and
the rink. So I was enrolled the
fall of 2004 as a 20-year-old
freshman,” Stephenson said.
He also credited the SCSU
hockey program in his successful completion of his degree,
before he went to play in the
pros.
“We had to maintain a
2.5 GPA otherwise the coach
would make us go to study
tables,” Stephenson said.
Through hard work, dedication and studying both Doyle
and Stephenson obtained a degree from SCSU, although in
completely different manners.
They should be models for other student athletes who are not
quite sure if the pros are truly
for them. They show academic
success is achievable, even for
hockey players dreaming of
one day playing in the pros.
“This (low graduation
rates) isn’t a problem if it
doesn’t affect people,” Doyle
said. “It looks negative, but it’s
your own choice. If they want
to come back it’s their prerogative.”

Maggie Horrigan

Contributing Writer
Some students rush to
class because they need to
maintain their grades. They
skip breakfast.
SCSU hockey captain
Brita Schroeder sometimes
skips her workouts to make
sure she stays eligible – and
so she can learn.
SCSU all-time assist
leader Danielle Hirsch didn’t
have to go to workouts, so she
is always able to attend class.
That’s because she’s in a
wheelchair due to a seasonending leg injury.
Since the start of the program, SCSU women’s hockey
has prided itself of academics,
family and team chemistry.
Captain Brita Schroeder
saw the opportunity to play
at SCSU and has excelled
throughout her four years.
Earning a spot on the SCSU
honor roll and gaining the
title of a ‘scholar athlete,’
Schroeder has motivated
young athletes that academics
come first.
“A student athlete is the
ability to manage school and
social life and still be able
to excel in your sport. That
is what I try to help the girls
on my team realize. You are a
student athlete — in that order,” Schroeder said.
Over the past four years,
senior captains have had the
tradition earning the Women
in Athletics Scholarship upon
graduation; continuing the
tradition Schroeder has been
offered the scholarship along
with the Post Graduate scholarship for her master’s degree
in sports management.

Behind Mankato University, SCSU is the highest in
WCHA honor roll students
for their women’s program.
“Since we don’t have the
opportunity to make a large
amount of money from our
sport, the importance of academics is vital for our future,”
Schroeder said.
With seniors graduating,
it will be up to the younger
women on the team to keep
the excellence in academics
alive.
Junior defenseman Danielle Hirsch realized the importance of academics with
her recent season ending injury, when she missed over a
month of school.
“I want to be that role
model for the younger girls,”
Hirsch said. “School comes
before hockey 125 percent.
The University invested in
us because they wanted us to
display our range of discipline
when it comes to juggling
both school and athletics, and
I live by those standards.”
By having the support of
the coaches and teammates,
Hirsch was able to make an
exceedingly quick recovery
and is already walking on
crutches. She is expected to
be back in full swing for the
2009-2010 season.
SCSU has succeeded in
following the standards of
Title IX, in giving both the
men’s and women’s team the
chance to excel in both athletics and academics.
Our organization is a family, both men and women. We
are there to help each other
and to accomplish the same
goal — to be a student athlete,
said Hirsch and Schroeder.

“A

student athlete is the ability to
manage school and social life and still be
able to excel in your sport...”

Brita Schroeder

SCSU women’s hockey captain

File Photo

SCSU captain Brita Schroeder (top) and Junior
Danielle Hirsch (bottom) both made the WCHA AllAcademic Team during the 2008-2009 season.
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Sports
Scoreboard
Baseball

NSIC Standings
Team:

NSIC
Overall
WL
WL
Wayne State (NE)
21 4			 33 11
Minnesota State
20 4			 27 13
SW MN State
14 6			 24 7
Winona State
17 9			 25 16
St. Cloud State
14 8			 35 13
Upper Iowa
16 11			 22 22
Concordia St. Paul
13 12			 32 15
Augustana
13 14			 23 21
Minnesota Duluth
12 14			 20 26		
Mary
6 12			
9 29
Bemidji State
8 22			 15 34
Minnesota Crookston 3 23			 7 36
Northern State
1 19			 9 27
Game Thursday (Doubleheader)
St. Cloud State at Wayne State (NE)
Minnesota Duluth at Minnesota Crookston
Winona State at SW MN State
Concordia St. Paul at Minnesota State
Games Saturday (Doubleheaders)
Minnesota State at St. Cloud State
Winona State at Concordia St. Paul
Bemidji State at Montana State Billings
Upper Iowa at Minnesota Duluth		
SW MN State at Mary
Northern State at Augustana
Wayne State (NE) at Minnesota Crookston
Games Saturday (Doubleheaders)
Minnesota State at St. Cloud State
Winona State at Concordia St. Paul
Bemidji State at Montana State Billings
Upper Iowa at Minnesota Duluth		
SW MN State at Mary
Northern State at Augustana
Wayne State (NE) at Minnesota Crookston

Softball

NSIC Standings
Team:

NSIC
Overall
WL
WL
SW Minn. State
21 5			 29 19
Augustana
20 5			 29 21
Winona State
20 6			 40 11
Wayne State (NE)
19 6			 36 17
Minnesota State
18 8			 37 13
Concordia St. Paul
15 9			 33 21
Minnesota Duluth
16 10			 25 21
Upper Iowa
13 13			 22 22
Mary
10 14			 16 33
St. Cloud State
8 18			 21 38
Northern State
6 19			 9 31
Minn. St. Moorhead
5 18			 9 28
Bemidji State
3 21			 8 28
Minnesota Crookston 0 22			 0 31

Game Today (Doubleheader)
Jamestown at Northern State

looming and finals at SCSU
around the corner, the mechanical engineering major
is trying to keep academics
and athletics in check before
graduation.
Continued from Page 7B
“It’s a problem balancing
between them. As soon as I
“Somehow that news
But Kees has to make it heard the news, I was excited
spread faster than a wildfire. clear with everyone: workout but now it’s kind of getting
to that nervous-excited state
I told a couple of my friends does not mean he is a Lion.
that said ‘whatever happens,
“Some people don’t under- where its like I don’t know
you got to tell me,’ so I told a stand that it’s just an invite to what to expect,” he said. “It’s
select few,” Kees said. “And I work out, it’s not a contract,” going to be a pretty big jump
guess it was my dad, when he Kees said, grinning from ear going from D-II to D-I guys.
found out, he told about every- to ear. “Some people are like It’s a little nerve-wracking.”
While he knows he’s a
body he knew.
‘oh man, you got signed by
long
shot, Kees has enjoyed
“I got calls left and right, the Lions?’ No, everyone calm
the ride.
congratulating me. It’s been down a little bit, dial it back.”
“I’m basically on cloud
pretty nice.”
With a workout in Detroit
nine I guess you can say. I’ve
had all these great opportunities to do a bunch of stuff I
thought I’d never be able to
y trainer just said 'you have to show do,” he said. “It’s been a fun
year, it’s been pretty adventhem something to make them remember turous doing different things,
glad I’ve had the opporyou, so do something special. It's going to be I’m
tunity to do it.
“My trainer just said ‘you
a dog fight.”
have to show them something
Ryan Kees to make them remember you,
Former SCSU defensive lineman so do something special.’ It’s
going to be a dog fight.”

Kees

“M
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Softball
Continued from Page 7B
Game Two
Once again, the Mavericks jumped out to a quick
lead scoring three runs in the
first inning.
This time the Huskies
had an answer though. After
Haines hit an infield single
and Kelly Laas reached on an
error, catcher Emily Edgerton hit her third homerun of
the season to tie the score at
three.
She is the most improved
player on our team. Last year
she did not get a lot of playing time and had some injuries,” U’Ren said.
“She caught 59 games in a
row this year, which is unbelievable. She has been working her butt off all year.”
But the Huskies could not
mount another comeback.

The Mavericks brought
home another run in the second and three more in the
third, when Amity Livingston
hit a three run homerun after
a foul ball fell just out of the
reach of Edgerton.
“We have been there all
year,” U”Ren said. “Bounces
have not gone our way.”
Huskies starter Kristin
Jackobsen was chased from
the game after allowing seven runs in three innings.
Krieg threw the final four
innings allowing one earned
run.
“They are a good team
and they have always been
a rival of ours. They came
out and played great today,”
Haines said.
“We gave everything we
had, it just was not enough.”

Sports journalism is not public relations
As a sports journalist, you
have to walk a fine line between following your duties
in good and
bad, yet maintaining a strong
working relationship with
coaches
and
Joe
players alike.
Brown
Studentathletes
face
pressures in school that I cannot fathom: trying to balance
an academic life and a social
life, all while being a source
of pride and entertainment to a
campus and a community.
But like any athlete on a
sports team, college journalists are here to do a job. And
the head football coach of
Wisconsin-Whitewater forgot
all about that.
In the W-W student newspaper, the Royal Purple, a columnist wrote an opinion piece
called “Spoiled athletes need
reality check,” in which the
writer criticized members of
the football team for refusing
to show their ID cards at the

campus weight room.
Not surprisingly, War
Hawks head coach Lance Leipold decided to stick up for his
athletes. But did it in the worst
way possible.
In a profanity-laced call to
the paper’s sports editor, Leipold said: “This is [expletive
deleted] [expletive deleted],”
Leipold said. “It’s going to be
a bitch to try to cover football
next season.”
But the fun doesn’t end
there. Leipold continued his
Mike Gundy “I’m a man, I’m
40” moment.
“The door is shut,” Leipold
said. “Go cover soccer. I have
(head coach) Greg Henschel’s
number. I’m sure that will be
fun.”
First you dump pot shots
on a college newspaper, then
dump on one of your own colleagues? Way to dump a public
relations nightmare onto your
athletic department.
Besides, I imagine soccer
is grateful for the coverage instead of being arrogant like the
head football coach.
Leipold later apologized

to the newspaper and vowed
to allow the journalists to do
their jobs.
However, the ol’ ball
coach should have let the paper do their job in the first
place. Sports departments are
not public relations for teams,
they are there to report newsgood or bad.
In Wisconsin-Whitewater’s case, how is a sports section supposed to be successful
if they can’t cover a football
team that has been in the Division III National Title for four
straight years?
If the football just refuses
coverage, the sports section
becomes like New Coke- yea,
it looks the same, but it leaves
a sour taste in your mouth.
The idea that a coach would
get this pissed about negative
coverage is a direct result of
people’s misunderstanding of
newspapers.
Leipold got angry over
something that was written in
the opinions section. Lets note
that- opinions.
The opinions page in a
paper is supposed to be a free

forum of ideas for not just the
people that work in the newspaper, but for the entire campus as well. Simply put: if a
newspaper is not printing the
opinions of those in the area,
then we are clearly not doing
our jobs.
The sports section is no different. We write with the same
journalistic integrity we would
in any article. What I am writing in this space reflects my
opinions, not those that work
on my staff. That is the expectation every week.
Opinions can be positive,
but often, they are going to be
negative. And as a high-profile program like WisconsinWhitewater, people are going
to have criticisms. Even at
your own school.
If Leipold believes that his
players’ reputation were hurt
by the opinion piece, that’s
perfectly fine. However, do it
in the proper context and write
a response.
What sports writers should
never do is have to treat a team
with latex gloves because
someone on the team got an-

gry. It goes against every
sense of objectivity that a beat
writer should observe in every
article.
As journalists, we are here
to report news and news is going to be positive or negative.
If they win a title, report it. If a
player is caught driving under
the influence, it needs to be reported.
What journalists should
never do is have to spin a
story positively so players and
coaches will be cooperative.
Sure, a publication like the
Royal Purple or the University
Chronicle will not have the
readerships of town papers,
and trying to get sources is
harder if the paper is obscure.
But the coverage of the
campus newspaper should
not be minimized because of
that. ESPN and Sports Illustrated are not knocking down
the doors to talk to every college team, especially a D-III
school.
Love the college media
or hate it, Lance Leipold; just
quit expecting us to kiss your
ass all the time.

